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Which box will you send to a needy child 
this Christmas? 

Last year St Peter’s sent 125 shoeboxes filled with goodies to some of the 
poorest children in Europe (Albania).  This year we need your help to send 
even more. 

To help us, Shoebox Express will be coming along to our Parish Hall on 
Wednesday 19th October between 10.30 am and 4.30 pm.  They will be 
bringing everything you need to fill your shoeboxes, with prices beginning 
from just 10p, or if you would prefer to buy a ready filled shoebox they will 
have those too, priced at £4 each.  Shoeboxes are separated into six 
categories, Boys 2-4 years, 5-9 years and 10-14 years, and the same age 
groups for Girls. 

Everyone is invited to bring their filled shoebox to our Hotdog Service on 
November 6th at 12 noon. The Shoeboxes will then be transported via 
Christian organisation Samaritans Purse to children who would not 
otherwise have a present this Christmas. 

As last year, for anyone who would like to support us, but cannot come 
along on the 19th, we are taking pre-paid orders.  Please contact the office, 
or Vicky Hall on the telephone number below if you would prefer to help in 
this way. 

Vicky Hall 07789 712892 

* Shoebox Express is a totally non profit initiative run by 
Andrew and Maureen May from Elbow Lane Methodist 
Church, ably assisted by several volunteers.   
Thank you all for helping us again! 
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From the Editorial Team  

 

So here we are again -with another full and varied magazine! 

It doesn’t seem a year since the last Harvest Festival; it’s one of those 

occasions to sing some old favourites and see the church looking at its best. It’s 

Back to Church Sunday as well, an opportunity to bring a friend or neighbour 

who perhaps hasn’t been to a service for some time. 

Thanks to the Social Committee for organising a very successful and thought-

provoking visit to the National Memorial Arboretum on the eve of Battle of 

Britain Sunday.  Our centrefold show a selection of photographs taken on the 

day.  Those who had been before were astonished by how much it has grown 

since their previous visits. 

It’s an abbreviated editorial this month as we’ve donated some space on this 

page to the Foodbank ; it had been squeezed out of its usual place in the 

magazine.   

Please note that the deadline for the November edition of the magazine is  
Friday 14th October 2016.  Contributions to alisonwhiffing@aol.com 

The magazine is an important means of outreach and keeps everyone informed and in 
touch with the life of St Peter's Parish. The magazine is  free, though it would be 

appreciated if you would like to give a donation towards production costs.   
If you would like a magazine delivered to your home, please contact the Parish Office. 

Photographs:  Revd Anne Taylor and David Manning-Fox 

We are advised by the Foodbank they have 
plenty of supplies of soup and beans – but 
they are in desperate need of the following: - 
long life milk; fruit juice; jam; tinned cold 
meat. Donations can be left in the boxes in 
the church porch or the Bier House.          

Thank You for your continued support. 

The Editorial Team 
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Dear Friends,,  

The first Sunday in October – 2nd 
October – is both Harvest Thanksgiving 

Sunday and Back to Church Sunday. 

First, Harvest. 

As usual there will be an All-Age 
Parade Service at 10am and we look 
forward to seeing all members of our 
youth organisations at this service.  The 
organisations and the School are 
decorating the church windows for 
Harvest, in addition to the other usual 
Harvest displays.  So the church will be 
looking its best! 

The morning Harvest celebration will be 
followed by bacon baps for all, in the 
church grounds, so that’s an added 
incentive to be there! 

At 6.30pm we will be having our Community Harvest Thanksgiving 
Service with all the familiar and well-loved Harvest hymns.  And the 
Social Committee will serve harvest fruit pies and a glass of wine for 
everyone after the service.  It will be a chance to meet each other and our 
special preacher, The Most Revd David Chillingworth. 

David is an Irishman!  Surprise, surprise!!!  
Although born in Dublin, and married to a Dublin 
girl, Alison, (they were married in our former 
parish of Rathfarnham!) David grew up in 
Northern Ireland.  He was ordained in 1976, so 
most of his ministry was spent during the 
‘Troubles.’ 

In 2005 he was elected bishop of St. Andrews, 
Dunkeld and Dunblane, and four years later was 
elected Primus, or archbishop, of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church, which he has led 
courageously and imaginatively in that role. 
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He is a regular broadcaster on BBC Scotland’s Thought for the Day and 
is one of the church’s “blogging bishops,” writing a popular online journal 
“Thinking Aloud.” 

We greatly appreciate that in the midst of a busy and demanding diary 
he found time to visit us here in St. Peter’s. 

Attractive invitations have been printed and we hope parishioners will 
take a bundle and deliver them in their area as we combine Harvest and 

Back to Church Sunday.  

Better still, why not invite a friend or neighbour to come along that 
evening.  They will be assured of a warm welcome – and a glass of 
wine!  The Harvest Evening service is growing in popularity, so please 
make it known. 

Later in October (16th) we will be welcoming a speaker from The 
Children’s Society who has asked to be with us and tell us of the work 
the Society does. The Society also wants to come along to say thank 
you to the parishioners of St Peter’s who have raised more than £31,000 
over the years for their work. 

The observant amongst you will 
have noticed a clear change in 
church! The glass in the west 
windows - under the balcony – 
has been replaced with clear 
glass. This is how it would have 
been in the original church 
according to The Georgian 
Society. The clear glass not only 
lets more light into the church but 
also lets those from outside see 
that we have a vibrant, living 
congregation. This makes the 
church more open, reflecting the 
kind of church we are – 
welcoming and inclusive. 

     Anne 
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Harvest Festival Giving 
This year the parish giving at the Harvest Festival will be donated 
to Farm Africa, a charity which provides the basic knowledge, 
skills and finance to help poor farming families to survive on their 

land. The following is an extract from their website: 

Poverty is widespread in sub-Saharan Africa, with more than 40% 
of the population living below the poverty line, surviving on 

incomes of less than $1.90 (£1.45) a day. 

That’s where Farm Africa comes in.  

Africa possesses 60% of the world's uncultivated land suitable for crop 
production and has huge capacity 

for development.  
Farm Africa believes that Africa  
    has the power to feed itself. 

 
Our Harvest Thanksgiving 

Services are on  
Sunday 2nd October.  

To donate to Farm Africa please 
use the blue envelopes in church. 
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Concert Saturday 8th October 2016 
Capriccio Singers is a mixed voice choir of 16 singers and is based in the 
Wirral.  The current choir membership is drawn from the Wirral, Liverpool 
and surrounding areas of Merseyside and includes our own choristers 
Caroline Speakman and Mike Fletcher.  This concert was originally 
planned as a fund raiser for St Peter's.  When the Social Committee 
heard that the choir was flying out to Madrid to give a concert on the 
following Saturday in support of  Fr Paul's church, St George's Anglican 
Church, they sought and received PCC agreement that the money raised 
would be sent to St George's. 

The concert will begin at 7.30pm, with an interval for drinks and nibbles. 
There is no cost for admission but there will be a retiring collection on 
behalf of St George’s, Madrid. 

                        Mike Fletcher 

Autumn Discussion Series –  

‘Scratching Where You’re Itching!’ 
 

Three nights have been planned for our autumn discussion series  
7th, 14th & 23rd November. 

What we want to do in this series is to discuss the topics you choose. 

There will be a suggestion box in the church for your 
topics and questions or you can email them to 
tedwoods1607@gmail.com 

Topics may be on faith, spirituality, the Bible or issues 
facing Christians and the church today. 

From the topics that we receive the series will be 
designed. 

All suggestions to be sent by 17th October. 

The Faith & Spirituality Group   

mailto:tedwoods1607@gmail.com
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Breakfast Church meets on the first Saturday of the 

month in the Bier House, using the Iona Morning 

Service and followed by tea & toast.  This provides an 

opportunity other than on a Sunday to pray together 

for specific needs.  It means we have more time to 

reflect on the readings and pray for specific needs 

either in our world, our parish or for those whom we 

know.   

This half-hour service has been well attended and we hope others will feel free 

to join us. The next Breakfast Church will be held on: 

Saturday 1st October at 9.00am.  

FISHY CLUB  

This Club is our after-school bible club for older primary school 

children. ‘The Fishy’ reminding us of St Peter’s job as a fisherman. 

There is a varied programme and each Club begins with a drink, 

chocolate and games followed by an interactive session. We would 

like to encourage children from all 

primary schools to join us as they 

would be very welcome. We meet 

immediately after school on a 

Wednesday finishing at 4.15pm. 

Autumn Dates –  

5th, 12th & 19th October   

2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th November 

 

More information—contact the Vicar 
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 Treble Club                                                       

Treble Club is an informal activity for Primary age boys 
and girls who like singing.  The Club meets in the Choir 
Vestry every Monday at 4.15pm to 4.45 pm during 
school term.   
Newcomers are always welcome.  

Further information from Graham Jones 876134 

HOTDOG CHILDREN’S SERVICE  

Sunday 9th October at 12noon.  

This is a service for children and young 

people once a month followed by hotdogs 

in the Bier House.  

We would like the children to be fully 

involved so if anyone would like to read 

please let the Vicar know. 

All very welcome. 

Sunday Club has started  again 

and meets two Sundays each month. 
Children start in church (10am) and 
then move to the Bier House for lots 
of fun. An adult comes with the child 
and can join in with the activities.  
 
All children are welcome though it is designed for the younger age group (up 
to Year 2).    Sunday Club Dates -  
     16th & 23rd October;  
     20th & 27th November;  
     11th & 18th December.  
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Looking in from the outside 
 Apparently the latest theory about trees is that they can talk to each 
other using fungus webs which run between them. How and why this is 
achieved is still being studied. It is also said that trees have memories and can 
introduce defence systems in their next year of growth following an attack 
from insects. This goes to show how all the parts of a tree interact and link to 
others. This understanding of organic growth is used by St Paul in considering 
the need for difference in individuals and the organic whole of the body of the 
church.    

1 Corinthians Ch 12 v 11 “All these are inspired by one and the same Spirit, 
who apportions to each one individually as he wills.”  

Romans Ch 12 v 4  “For as in one body we have many members, and all the 
members do not have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually members one of another. “ 

 St Paul used this approach to show how each person, whatever their 
qualities or contribution, is needed by a church to provide a necessary part of 
the body of the church. The idea of different parts of a group working to make 
a whole has been used throughout history but sometimes this can be taken 
too far and society can become an ossified structure. 

The rigid feudal structure of society was made up of the aristocracy who 
inherited their position, warriors who did the fighting, merchants who 
provided wealth and the lowest level, but by far the biggest, carried out the 
labour. The church, in ensuring that religion was properly provided for often 
accepted the existing structure. Rulers have always wanted religion to 
underpin their use of society. In the Nineteenth Century factory workers were 
used as an extension of the machine and this was seen as necessary by the 
church. Movement between these artificial levels in society was restricted by 
powerful cultural pressures. 

  In the Twentieth century there are examples of the church so closely 
identified with the state that it is seen as an essential component of ruling.  
This occurred in Spain when the church, fearful of a possible rise in 
communism, supported Franco in the Spanish civil war. Even today there 
appear to be close symbiotic links between Putin and the Russian Orthodox 
Church. An extension of the misuse of the organic structure of society 
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developed in the late Nineteenth century when the development of Darwin’s theory 
was used to argue that only the fittest should survive. It created an elite which led to 
Hitler and Stalin. The church was cowed or destroyed. 

An important part of the history of the church is how individuals and groups 
attempted to stand outside society and point out the need for recognition of the 
individual and his or her needs. The Desert Fathers*, Mother St Teresa (who showed 
the need of the India poor and the ‘unclean’) ,Albert Switizer for the lepers in Africa 
against the cruelty of Belgium rule in the Congo and here in England the Quakers 
and their demand for equality. It is a long and noble history. Now we have human 
rights. 

 It is a delicate balance for a church to be accepted as relevant in society and yet 
be independent enough to criticise society . In this country the church through 
falling numbers and the rise of militant secularism has been pushed from the centre 
but now is much more independent and has found its own voice. St Paul was right to 
emphasise the need for organic unity which would allow the individual to be seen as 
necessary and relevant. But Paul was an outsider himself and he would have wanted 
his church to ensure that Christian morality was known, relevant and effectively 
presented. 

              Rod Jacques 

 

*The Desert Fathers were early Christian hermits, ascetics, and monks who lived 
mainly in the Scetes desert of Egypt beginning around the third century AD. 
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Sunday Club 
Sunday Club began a new 

season in September with a 
paddling pool party! We 
thank our leaders Judith 

Aspinwall & Lisa Cowen-Carr, 
along with Caroline Collins, 
Deanery Family Worker, for 

all their enthusiasm. They got 
to dip their toes on a very 

sunny day. Sunday Club is a 
fun and engaging way for 

children to learn about God’s 
love. The Club meets in the 

Bier House 
during the morning service. 

Dates on page 9. 
Do come along; you will be 

very welcome.      
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Service in Commemoration of 

THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 
We were delighted to welcome Revd David 

Taylor as our preacher along with the Officers 
and Cadets of 611 (Woodvale) Squadron  

Air Training Corps.   

David recalled the numbers and ages of the 
pilots who made the ultimate sacrifice. Many 

were only in their early 20’s.  

Although we may never be asked to make the 
ultimate sacrifice as they did, we are still called 

to lay down our lives in the service of friends 
and those in need. 

We thank Ken Ward for parading the British 
Legion Standard and to Chris Thorpe for 

playing the Last Post and Reveille. 

A very moving service for all concerned.   
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The Parish Library is in The Bier House  
 
There is a great range of books & DVDs for all ages. 
 
The Library has a selection of books that include theology, spirituality, prayer 
and biographies.  If you would like to borrow a book, please write your name 
in the notebook provided.  We hope this is a useful resource for everyone.  

       

 
 

In January we set up a new ladies group ‘Primetime’ with the hope of 
encouraging ladies to join us for a monthly get-together. We weren’t 

quite sure how it would pan out but are happy to report that ‘so far, so 
good’! 

Since January we’ve learned about cruising, quilting, online safety, had 
a go at planting containers, enjoyed some food tasting, a meal out at 
The Grapes and a summer coffee and cake evening under the stars. 

 It’s been lovely to touch base regularly with old friends and make new 
friends too.  Monthly attendance is not compulsory – numbers have 
varied from 12 to 24, and we are always happy to welcome anyone 

wanting to come along for the first time.   

We meet in St Peter’s Old School Room on Paradise Lane on the  

3rd Wednesday of the month at 7.30 – 9.30pm.  

Our next meetings will be on 19th October, 16th November and  

14th December (a week early for Christmas).   Why not join us? 

Call Sonia, Elaine or Ali  on 833781/874635/879976 for further details. 
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LIVER BIRDSONG 
THE LIVERPOOL BLITZ MUSICAL 

A new production, Liver Birdsong - The Liverpool Blitz 
Musical - will run at the Epstein Theatre, Liverpool, this Autumn. 

The British production will commemorate the 75th anniversary of The Blitz 
and will run from Tuesday 29th November until Saturday 3rd December. 

The musical is set on the night of the 28th/29th of November 1940, in the 
early phase of the Liverpool Blitz. The story follows four 'Liver birds' 
Maggs, Carla, Daisy and Lil from Kirkby Munitions Factory as they try to 
overcome their troubles and find hope during the Blitz. 

The production is entirely a work of fiction but is based on the facts of the 
night and the first-hand experiences of women from one of Britain's largest 

wartime munitions factories. 

The musical boasts 18 brand new songs, delivered by 
a professional musical theatre company and a live 
band.  The cast will feature Kate McHenry, who is a 
former chorister of St. Peter's. 

If you are interested in attending the musical, please 
go to the Epstein Theatre website,  
http://www.epsteinliverpool.co.uk 

Captain Hugh Daglish LVO JP RN was born and brought up in Oxton, Wirral, and 
attended Birkenhead School. He joined the Royal Navy when he was 19 and served 

for 36 years, leaving active service in November 2005. He had 10 ships in all: 
destroyers, frigates and aircraft carriers. He also served in Her Majesty's Yacht 

Britannia as the Commander - but more about his interesting career on the night.  
In December 2014 he was appointed Vice Chairman of SSAFA Merseyside and he 

was commissioned as a Deputy Lieutenant of Merseyside in April 2015. 

Captain  Hugh Daglish ~ Wednesday 9
th
 November 2016 

‘The Royal Yacht Remembered’ to be held in Church at 7pm 
Refreshments afterwards in the Bier House 

There will be a Retiring Collection for Hugh Daglish’s chosen Charity,  
the Merseyside Branch of the Soldiers’ Sailors’ Airmen’s Families’ 

Association (SSAFA) and Elizabeth's Legacy of Hope  

http://www.epsteinliverpool.co.uk


16 

Bells and…. Vestments at St Peter’s 

The chasuble is the most frequently used vestment these days at St 

Peter’s and is the one that we see worn by the priest at the Eucharist. 

The easiest way to describe a chasuble is to liken it to a poncho; 

familiar to our mature readers as a fashionable garment in the 1950s 

and 60s. The poncho was large circle of material with a hole in the 

middle for your head to be inserted through.  The definition is ‘a long 

sleeveless vestment worn over an alb by a priest when celebrating at 

the Eucharist,’ in liturgical colours of course. The name originates 

from the Latin casula, cloak or casa, little house. 

Made from the finest brocades, although lighter and more modern 

materials are used these days, they are often beautifully embroidered 

with religious symbolism and embellishments. 

Originally descended from the late Roman Empire travelling attire, it 

has long been used in many churches includimg the Anglican, 

Lutheran and all the Roman Catholic churches.  

It is interesting to note that, in Oscar Wilde’s 1895 play The 

Importance of Being Earnest, the name of the clergyman is Dr. 

Chasuble.  

Fancy that!                        Cliff Cotsworth 
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Members enjoyed meeting up again 
when the autumn season opened 
on 8th September, with a talk by 
Nigel Mellor from ‘Emmaus 
Merseyside’, followed by an 
interesting discussion. ‘Emmaus’ began in Paris after the war and now has projects 
in a number of locations. It provides accommodation for homeless people, 
training, work and personal support to enable them to rebuild their lives and move 
on to live independently. ‘Emmaus Merseyside’ operates a housing unit in 
Seaforth. It receives no public funding and has opened a superstore at 38 Sandy 
Road, Seaforth, for which it collects donations of unwanted quality furniture, white 
goods, clothing, etc. for sale. 

On 27th September the annual Deanery Prayers took place at St. Philip’s, 
Litherland.  

On Thursday, 6th October, at 2.00 pm we are holding our Annual MU Service in St. 
Peter’s, at which Revd Anne will preside. 

We are asking members to bring contributions to the collection for refugees to 
branch meetings during October, November and December for distribution in 
December. In addition to toiletries, food donations will be welcome. 

Our warm congratulations and best wishes go to Daisy and Jim who celebrated 
their diamond wedding on 25th September. 

Finally, a reminder that the MU is open to everyone. We are always pleased to 

have visitors. If you are considering joining, please contact Eleanor, tel. 874112.  

             Eleanor 

Formby Little Theatre 
The Little Theatre’s next production is  

"April in Paris " by John Godber   

18
th
 – 22

nd
 & 25

th
 – 29

th
 October.  

Tickets available from  

Box Office on 875821  
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Formby Christian Aid  

Hot Pot Supper and Quiz  

Saturday 29
th
 October at 7pm  

Holy Trinity Parish Hall  

Tickets: £8  

Available from Sue Parkes 876250 

LOCAL  NEWS     LOCAL NEWS     LOCAL NEWS     LOCAL NEWS     LOCAL NEWS   LOCAL NEWS   LOCAL  

ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT     ADVERT     ADVERT 
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ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT     ADVERT     ADVERT 
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Our Day Out in Staffordshire 

The Naval Service Memorial 

Royal Air Force 

All aboard the little train 
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Royal Ulster Constabulary 

St Peter’s Poppy Wreath 

The Railway Industry Memorial 

With 150 acres to explore, some took a buggy ride   
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ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT     ADVERT     ADVERT 

 

Maryland 
School Lane, Formby 

 

24 Hour  

Residential Care  

for Older People 

Excellent Food  

All single rooms 

 

Call the Care Manager 

on  

873832 

for further details 

HAIR LINE 
Ladies’  

Hair Stylist 
 

 

Local Professional Hair Care  
 

Perms, Sets,  

Cut & Blow 

Friendly Service 
 

49, Piercefield Road,  

Freshfield 

L37 7DG 

Tel: (01704) 872504 
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ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT     ADVERT     ADVERT 

 

the bloom room 

 

 

 

 

 JOHN'S FRESH FISH 

 

 THE FINEST FRESH FISH SOLD IN FORMBY 
 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES EACH WEEK AT THE FOLLOWING TIMES: 

TUESDAY: 08.30-15.30, WEDNESDAY: 12.00-16.30, THURSDAY 12.30-16.00 
 

 *WEDNESDAYS: Also parked in the Lay-by on Old Town Lane outside 
the Chemist and Freshfield Surgery between  09.00-12.00 

 
ALL FISH BOUGHT DAILY DIRECTLY FROM FLEETWOOD FISH MARKET AND 

DELIVERED THE SAME DAY IN A FULLY  REFRIGERATED VAN 
 

 EAT FISH IT’S GOOD FOR YOU! 

MOBILE No:  07841 449295 

If you wish to donate to  
St Peter’s, please send a 
text to 70070 with the 
text message STPT99 
followed by a space 

and the amount you wish 
to give - up to £10  (send 

in a single text). 
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Grasmere Village, Lake District National Park 

Holiday cottage to let 
 

Bakers Yard is a stone built barn conversion with two double 
 bedrooms. 

Modern kitchen & bathroom, c/h. fridge freezer etc. TV DVD. 
Private parking space. In heart of the village.  

Prime location for walking. 
Convenient for Ambleside, Keswick. 

 
www.grasmerecottage.com 

for more information & availability 
 Tony Hill  01704 877335   

07715 000282 
 

 email info@grasmerecottage.com 

ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT     ADVERT     ADVERT 

Bamburgh 
Northumberland 

 

Holiday cottage to let 
 

Located in heart of the village 
 

Sleeps 3 
 

For details contact 
Frances Elford   
01704 834612 
07761 345864 

 
www.bamburghcottages.org.uk  

http://www.grasmere-cottage.com/
mailto:info@grasmerecottage.com
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ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT     ADVERT     ADVERT 

info@thewwg.co.uk 

                                                                   Members of the Society of Willwriters      

The Willwriting Guild (UK) Ltd 

mailto:info@thewwg.co.uk
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Friends 
When I was first taken to Sunday School at the 
age of about five years old we were taught the 
hymn “What a friend we have in Jesus.” It did 
not mean much then as my friend was called 
Olive, but the words stuck in my memory. 

When later I was evacuated to live with my aunt and uncle and cousin in 
Ainsdale, my cousin had an imaginary friend called Tommy. She could see 
him, but no one else could, but Tommy had to go everywhere with us, his 
place was set at the dinner table and I was told where to sit so as not to sit on 
Tommy’s chair! Kids! 

I also had an imaginary friend, but although I could not see him, I knew that 
his name was Jesus. Before the War when I was at my own primary school, 
which was a Church School the canon came and took a service once a week 
and I walked to school with him on those days, as I passed his house on the 
way to school each day.  I asked about this Jesus, because I had been told that 
he was always with me.  I could not get my head round this fact.  Was he like 
my shadow?  Where did he sleep at night and why was he always watching 
what I did?  The poor old canon did his best to explain to me that wherever I 
was and whatever I did, Jesus knew about it.  If I was good he was pleased but 
it hurt him if I was naughty. Oh dear!  If I was naughty then hid in the 
wardrobe, would he know?  Yes!  So I could not get away from this friend 
whom I could neither see nor hear. 

Eventually Tommy disappeared and was forgotten, but as I grew older and a 
little bit wiser I began to realise that my friend was permanent and was 
always looking out for me.  And, I could talk to him.  It was a good Christian 
Primary school and our teaching there was first class, as the training we got 
there has stayed with me all my life and I have a lot to thank those teachers 
for, as they set me along the right road. 

I have always tried to walk with Jesus holding my hand.  In the troubles in 
Belfast, when I lived in danger every day at work, if I had not had that faith 
that my friend was with me, I would never have gone into the dangerous 
places I had to go but I knew for a fact that I did not go alone.  When I have 
operations, the last thing I do, before the needle puts me into oblivion is ask 



27 

 
Jesus to take hold of my hand, and he has been my comfort through all 
adversity. 

I recently had a very strange dream.  I was just inside the gates of heaven.  
Inside were my late husband, Frank, and my late partner Eric.  Both were 
waiting for me with open arms. What was I to do?  If I ran to Frank then Eric 
would be hurt, yet if I ran to Eric then Frank would be hurt.  I stood, wondering 
what to do for the best, and then I ran to them both with open arms and 
hugged them both.  Then I woke up, but it was disturbing.  Hugs mean a lot. 

I just hope that when my time comes to go into the gates of heaven that my 
friend Jesus will be waiting for me with open arms to give me a big hug. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The modern, tax-efficient and easy way  
to give to your local church. 

The Parish Giving Scheme is a way for parishioners to plan and 
manage their giving through a Direct Debit. 

If interested, the full details are at  

www.liverpool.anglican.org/parishgivingscheme 

Or contact St Peter’s Stewardship Team  

who will be happy to discuss the scheme. 

Mike Fletcher 07808 310834  

email: stewardshipstpeter@gmail.com  

http://www.liverpool.anglican.org/parishgivingscheme
mailto:stewardshipstpeter@gmail.com


28 

EMAIL DIRECTORY     
We have a parish email 
directory which is used once 
or twice a month to send out 
dates for the month and also 
when a special event is 
coming up.  If you would like 
to be added to the email list 
please send an email to 
revannetaylor@gmail.com.   
Email addresses will only be 
used by St Peter’s. This is a 
way to help us keep in touch. 

mailto:revannetaylor@gmail.com
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Vicar's Visiting Card!! 
A new Vicar was visiting  the homes of his parishioners.  At one 
house it seemed obvious that someone was at home, but no 
answer came to his repeated knocks at the door.    

Therefore, he took out a visiting card and wrote 'Revelation 
3:20' on the back of it and stuck it in the door.   When the 
collection was processed the following Sunday, he found that 
his card had been returned.   

Added to it was this cryptic message, 'Genesis 3:10".  Reaching 
for his Bible to check out the verse, he broke up in gales of 
laughter.   

Revelation 3:20 begins 'Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock.'  Genesis 3:10 reads, 'I heard your voice in the garden 
and I was afraid, for I was naked.' 

Keep Calm 

 When I get a headache, I 
take aspirin and keep away 
from children—just like it 
says on the bottle. 

 Instead of a sign that says 
‘Do not disturb’, I need one 
that says ‘ Already 
disturbed, proceed with 
caution’. 

 I’m on a nut-free diet, I 
avoid people who drive me 
nuts. 
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132 Church Road • Freshfield • Formby • L37 3NH 

(Opp. Grapes Hotel)  Telephone: 01704 873983 

Full Range of Wedding & Evening Hire -  
All at Competitive Prices 

ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT     ADVERT   
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ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT     ADVERT     ADVERT 
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From the Back Pew  

Ted Woods 

The “Ship of Fools” is a satirical church website which invites “shipmates” to 
“chat, debate and rant” about the things that concern them about the church.  
It contains amusing sections such as ‘The Caption Competition’, ‘The 
Fruitcake Zone’ and ‘Signs and Blunders’! 
 

One its regular features is “The Mystery Worshipper” who visits the church 
services of various denominations, both here and overseas, and reports on 
what he/she experiences. 
 

Each report follows the same pattern, answering set questions and headings. 
 

Apart from a description of the church building and its history, the mystery 
worshipper reports on how full of fellow-worshippers the church was.  
Attendance at church matters for it indicates an image of strength or terminal 
decline. 
 

The next section is headed “Was your pew comfortable?”  Yes, comfort 
matters if you’re going to be sitting for the best part of an hour! 

Then the Mystery Worshipper is asked to report on the pre-service 
atmosphere.  Is it friendly or hushed?  Personally I’d rather hear the buzz of 
conversation before a service as people talk to each other, and especially to 
someone in their pew they don’t really know, than a frosty silence, however 
devout. 
 

The Mystery Worshipper is then 
asked about the exact opening 
words of the service and what 
impact did they make – and even if 
they could be heard!  How long was 
the sermon and how good – rated 1 
– 10! 
 

The list of questions goes on – “Which part of the service was like being in 
heaven, and which part was like being in..er..the other place?”  “What 
happened when you hung around after the service looking lost?”  And even 
the quality of coffee is assessed! 

Towards the end of the report the mystery worshipper is asked, “How would 
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you feel about making this church your regular? (where 10= ecstatic and 0= 
terminal)”. 
 

The whole section is not only amusing but instructive. 
 

Regular church attenders get so used to their own church and congregation 
that we sometimes don’t think of the impression newcomers get of the 
church – and us! 
 

As someone once remarked to me about encouraging newcomers to stay, 
“You only get one bite of the cherry!”  For many, first impressions are lasting 
impressions.  And that’s why those of us who take our seats in church using 
auto-pilot, and speak only to those we know well, need to be a bit more 
aware of those who come to our church for the first time, often “looking a bit 
lost.” 
 

And as the list of questions for the Mystery Worshipper shows, it’s not just 
saying “Hello” before the service that counts, but making an effort after the 
service as well.  How easy it is to get caught up in other conversations while 
someone new is left to walk down the church path alone and unnoticed, 
looking lost, and, maybe, never to come back again. 
 

There’s a very tight rope to be walked here.  Be too friendly and gushing and 
the newcomer can be frightened away.  Be too offhand and uninterested and 
the newcomer can be frozen away. 
 

And people need to be given time and space before being pounced on for 
various jobs.  The comedian Milton Jones asks why churches and 
helicopters are similar?  The answer “You don’t want to get too close to the 
rotas!” 

Some time ago, I came across the following poem:- 

Jesus came to church one day 

And sat down in a pew 

The Vicar preached, the people sang, 

And no one ever knew. 

He wasn’t dressed in special clothes 

Nothing fashionable or new 

No shining light above his head, 

So no one ever knew. 

The service done, the people left, 

They’d other things to do. 

And Jesus also left that church 

                                    And no one ever knew!        
Continued overleaf 
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The Beatitudes 

Blessed are those who can laugh at themselves; they will have more fun. 

Blessed are those who can tell a mountain from a molehill; they will be 
saved a lot of bother. 

Blessed are those who know how to relax without looking for excuses;  

they are on the way to becoming wise. 

Blessed are those who know when to be quiet and listen; they will learn a 
lot of new things. 

Blessed are those who are sane enough not to take themselves seriously; 
they will be valued by those about them. 

Blessed are those who think before acting and pray before thinking; they 
will avoid many blunders. 

Above all, Blessed are you who recognize the Lord in all whom you meet; 
the light of truth shines in your life for you have found true wisdom. 

(Courtesy of Trish Heywood, Former Worldwide President of the MU) 

So, what kind of report would the Mystery Worshipper write if he/she came to 
St. Peter’s? 
 

Would the church be full because we have all made the effort to be there? 
 

How welcoming would we be both before and after the service? 
 

I’m biased(!) but I think the quality of worship in St. Peter’s is high – as is the 
coffee in the Bier House! 
 

But perhaps the key question is the last question – if it were possible, would 
the Mystery Worshipper make St. Peter’s their regular place of worship?  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY –  
OCTOBER 2016      
  

1
st
  Sat    9.00am  Breakfast Church in Bier House   

 

2
nd

  Sunday    Harvest Festival 
      
     8.00am  Eucharist (BCP)           
 

   10.00am  Harvest All-Age Service  
      with the organisations (& BBQ)  
  

      6.30pm  Harvest Thanksgiving (followed by refreshments) 
      Preacher - Bishop David Chillingworth  
                     
Harvest Thanksgiving is Back to Church Sunday  - think about inviting a friend or 

neighbour to join us they would be very welcome. 
 
5

th
  Wed    2.00pm  W.O.W. – service for pre-school children  

     3.05pm  Fishy Club starts again  
 
6

th
  Thurs   2.00pm  Mothers’ Union – Annual Service in Church 

      followed by refreshments in the Bier House 
 
7

th
  Friday   6.30pm  First Friday Eucharist 

 
8

th
  Sat    7.30pm  Concert – Capriccio Singers Chamber Choir  

             
9

th
   Sunday    20

th
 Sunday after Trinity 

   12 noon  Hot Dog Service 
 
12

th
 Wed  11.00am  Eucharist with the Mothers’ Union 

     3.05pm  Fishy Club  
 
16

th
  Sunday    21

st
 Sunday after Trinity 

  10.00am  Children’s Society  
     – speaker Sarah Shelton         

     Sunday Club 
 

19
th
   Wed 10.30am – 4.30pm  Shoebox Appeal in the Parish Hall   

     7.30pm  “Primetime” Ladies Club  
      in Old School Room, Parish Hall  
 

23
rd

 Sunday    Last Sunday after Trinity  
     10.00am  Sunday Club 
        4.30pm  Faure’s Requiem  
 

29
th
 Sat       7.00pm  Christian Aid Hot Pot Supper & quiz  

      in Holy Trinity Church Hall 
 

30
th

  Sunday    All Saints Day 
     6.30pm  Service of Wholeness 
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From the Church Registers - Baptisms 
 

 

 

  4th September 
  
Harrison Dylan 
Smeddles, 
son of Nick & 
Rachel. 

4th September  
Baptism of  
George Andrew 
McGarvey,  
son of Kevin & 
Caroline and 
grandson of  
Shirley Potter.   
Pictured with  
Fr Bernard Higham 
and the Vicar in  
Our Lady of 
Compassion  
RC Church. 

Birth announcement 

From Peter Davies, a proud grandfather and our Reader. 

To Iona and Dylan Williams a daughter Evelyn born on 30 August 2016. 
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From the Church Registers   

Funerals 
 

12th September  Malcolm Chapman 

26th September  Andrew Pearce 

We would like to include the announcement of births, engagements and special 
anniversaries etc. so please let us know—alisonwhiffing@aol.com 

From the Church Registers - Baptisms 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
  

18th  September 

Grace Layla Swain, 

daughter of Andrew & Katie  

18th  September 

Evelyn Lucie McAuley, 

daughter of Andy & Kelly  
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Sundays  

  8.00 am   Holy Communion (1662)  

10.00 am   Parish Eucharist (Coffee afterwards)  

12.00 noon   Baptisms (as arranged) 

  6.30 pm   Choral Evensong  

  6.30 pm   Service of Wholeness –  

    5th  Sunday of month  

Weekdays  
  9.00 am  Morning Prayer 

    Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday  

 

11.00 am   Wednesday Eucharist (Coffee afterwards)  

  6.30 pm   Eucharist 1st Friday of each month   

Harvest Thanksgiving Service  

on Sunday 2
nd

 October 2016 at 6.30pm  

in St Peter’s Church, Formby. 

Special Preacher –  

The Most Revd David Chillingworth,  

Bishop of St Andrews, Dunkeld & Dunblane 

Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church 


