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St Peter’s Church Magazine  
 September 2017       

Lovely to see so many at our Pet Service at 12 noon on Sunday 9th July                 
as we gave thanks to God for the roles our pets play and the joy they give. 
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National Trust Members free entrance 

We would like to invite you to our  

Harvest Thanksgiving Service  

on Sunday 1st October 2017 at 6.30pm  

in St Peter’s Church 

Special Preacher –  

The Most Revd Anne Hollinghurst, 

Bishop of Aston 

And originally from Formby  

Refreshments afterwards 
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From the Editorial Team  

And so September is here!   We hope all our readers are refreshed and well rested 
after the summer holidays because St Peter’s is heading for an extremely busy 
month, indeed we are about to hit the ground running!  Lots of photos in this 
edition of the magazine, we hope you like those of the Sunday Club and of 
Nathan’s welcome party.   One of the editorial team wanted to have a caption 
competition for the pets’ service pictures but space is against us! 

On the first Sunday in the month, September 3rd, the Bishop of Warrington will 
‘open’ the Bier House with due celebration, more about this in the magazine.  On 
the 24th September the Revd Sheilagh Williamson is coming to preach and answer 
questions about our Uganda project. 

The 17th September is Graham Jones’ last Sunday as our organist after 38 years of 
leading our music but again, more details of this major event in the life of our 
church and of the new organist, further in the magazine. 

September 22nd is the wedding day of Nathan and Poppy, we wish them great 
happiness in their life together.  I wonder how we should address an envelope to 
the newly-weds?  The Rev N and the Rev P Thorpe?  The Revs N and P Thorpe? 
Debretts may have the answer.  

With very best wishes to you all,      The Editorial Team 

Please note the deadline for the October 2017 edition of the magazine 
Friday 1st September 2017.  Contributions to alisonwhiffing@aol.com please. 

The Parish Library is back in The Bier House  
There is a great range of books and DVDs for all ages.  

The Library has a selection of books that include theology, 

spirituality, prayer and biographies. There is also a selection of 

DVDs from BBC and ITV documentaries. 

If you would like to borrow a book or DVD please write your name in the 
notebook provided. We hope this is a useful resource for everyone. 

EMAIL DIRECTORY 

We have a parish email directory which is used once or twice a month to 
send out dates for the month and also when a special event is coming up. 

If you would like to be added to the email list please send an email to 
stpetersformby@gmail.com.    This is a way to help us keep in touch. 

               Email addresses will only be used by St Peter’s.  

mailto:stpetersformby@gmail.com
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Dear Friends,  
 

This September is very much about new starts and what 
a month of Sundays we have ahead! 
 

First of all, from September we will be back in the Bier 
House after its extension and refurbishment.  I hope you 
will like the lay out and all that has been done.  Thanks to Steve Edwards 
and the Fabric Committee for all their planning and input and to our 
architect Robbie Bell and builders J.J. Kelly.  Although Sefton Council would 
not allow us to go as far as the lane with the extension, we have done what 
we can with the limited space available and I think it looks great.  
 

The new extension will be blessed and opened by Bishop Richard on 
Sunday 4th September as he comes to preach at our 10am Eucharist. 
 

Battle of Britain Commemoration Service Each year we welcome the 
officers and cadets of 611 Woodvale Squadron A.T.C. who will be in 
attendance on Sunday 10th September. We have a special preacher at the 
service — Archdeacon Peter Bradley, Wing Chaplain of the Air Cadets 
Merseyside Wing. 
 

A new beginning means a sad ending for St. Peter’s as we say goodbye 
and many, many thanks to Graham & Marilyn Jones.  Graham has been 
organist in St. Peter’s for 38 years and has done much to establish the 
musical tradition in St. Peter’s that so many have come to value and 
appreciate over the years.  Marilyn has been a valued parishioner and 
member of the choir. Their last Sunday with us when there will be a special 
farewell is Sunday 17th September, and 
Graham & Marilyn are moving to Welwyn 
Garden City to be near their children and 
grandchildren.  We say a very big Thank 
You to Graham and Marilyn and wish 
them every blessing and happiness in 
their new home. 
 

A new beginning for St Peter’s will happen on 24th September when we 
welcome our new Director of Music, David Holroyd.  David is well-
known as the Conductor of the  Formby Choral Society, and is also the 
Conductor of  Amadeus Chamber Choir and Birkenhead Choral Society.  
He is also Director of Music in Merchant Taylors School and has been the 
organist in St Luke’s, Formby. So we have been fortunate to appoint such a 
skilled musician with lots of experience.  We welcome David and his wife 
Gill and hope they will be very happy with us. 
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Then to complete our month of Sundays we will welcome Rev Sheilagh 
Williamson who comes to preach on 24th September about her project in 
Uganda — Together We Can. This opens for us in St. Peter’s an 
opportunity to look beyond ourselves and become involved in a project 
overseas in an area where there is need of much development and 
encouragement.  It also affords us the opportunity literally to extend the 
hand of friendship to another part of the Anglican Communion.  The PCC 
have approved supporting the project and we hope a group of volunteers 
may go to Uganda in the summer of 2018.  There will be an opportunity to 
ask questions of Sheilagh over coffee in the Bier House after the service. 
 

Two other new starts are also welcome.  First, the establishment of new 
Bible Study Groups.  There will now be four groups to choose from at 
different times on different days.  I am grateful to Alison Woodhouse, Peter 
Paine, Ken Ward and Michael Pitts for agreeing to lead these groups.  
Further details on pages 8 & 9. 
 

The other good news is that a St. Peter’s Toddler Group ‘Little Fishes’ is 
opening in the Parish Hall on Friday 29th September from 9.15am to 
11.30am.  This is open to all Parents/Grandparents/Minders and their 
children. Thank you to Leah Wilson for leading the group. Do spread the 
word. 
 

And last but by no means least, there is another 
new start for our curate, Nathan, as he marries 
the Rev. Poppy Richards, the new curate in 
Holy Trinity.  Their wedding will take place on 
Friday 22nd September in Poppy’s home parish 
in Ordsall, Retford. We are delighted to wish 
them every blessing in this new chapter in their 
lives and as they begin their married life in 
Kenton Close. 
 

I am not sure we can pack much more into September with Sunday Club 
starting back along with the uniformed organisations and of course schools 
re-open.  But never fear all will not become dull in October because we 
have the Harvest Festival weekend on the way when we have a special 
home-grown preacher and a church full of thespians!   
 

As I’ve often said, life is never dull in St. Peter’s as we celebrate and live 
our faith in love, joy and service. 

Anne 
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Thank you for the music …… 

and so much more. As many of you already know Graham and Marilyn are taking their leave 
of us on 17th September and moving “down South” to Welwyn Garden City to be close to 
their children and grandchildren. When Graham knocked on the door a few weeks ago to tell 
us of their intention he was anxious about our reaction, which is so typical of them both. It is 
always concern for others that dominates their every thought and deed, a true fruit of the 
Spirit that has made its home in their hearts. Although not in the choir for that long, my time 
there has only known Graham and Marilyn being the driving forces behind it, always leading 
choir practice come rain or shine, always the right music laid out on Sunday, always 
rehearsing a new piece well in advance to ensure that come the day….. Always - another 
way of saying constancy and faith, anchored in the love of God.  

Graham has been patient and understanding of those like me who are not musically gifted, 
but have wanted to sing to their God yet struggled to read and/or sing the music. He has 
coped with the ebb and flow of choir numbers and there has always been an anthem to suit. 
Indeed so much of what we sing is also to be heard on the morning service or on TV being 
introduced by Simon Russell Beale and sung by the Sixteen – anything they can do….! Much 
more important though is the tradition that has been built over the nearly 40 years of 
Graham and Marilyn’s involvement with St. Peter’s. This music has attracted so many 
people, including me (and retired clergy) to come and stay and worship our Lord in hymns 
and anthems of everlasting praise. We have our different favourites and not so favourites, 
but under Graham’s caring tutelage the choir gives of its best to all them, which is always 
enough for our loving Father, who never winces at our mistakes. 

In my time we have sung twice at the Cathedral, when the “house” choir was travelling. 
Those were special times given the scale of the setting and will live with me forever, but we 
still sing all those pieces at St. Peter’s that we sang there, and add more each year. It is not 
the venue that is important but the praise offered and the treasured shared memories 
made. 

Graham and Marilyn supported me in my venture to hold Passover celebrations during Holy 
Week several years ago. Marilyn took the role of Passover Mum, which she has remained in 
my eyes ever since – you can never have too many mums. 

So we bid them both God speed and farewell and say thank you for the music you have 
helped us to sing. The tradition you have built will carry on of course, and take new 
directions – change is a constant. And this is a very big change for them. But with God’s love 
and that of their family and ours, too, carrying them forward, we know that this change will 
be a happy one for them, building on what has gone before, making more treasured 
memories and singing the Lord’s praises wherever they find themselves. 

Next year in Jerusalem! 

Mark Andrews 
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 “FORMBY FOLK” 
Formby has a long history going back to Viking times, and 
St. Peter’s Church, both old and new (.i.e. pre and post 
1747!) has a special place in Formby’s story. 

To coincide with our Harvest weekend there will be a spe-
cial “show” in the church when Formby’s history and St. 
Peter’s place in it will be presented, in person, by some of 
the characters of the past. 

So, come and meet the Lady of the Manor, Peter Jump who was a churchwarden 
in 1747 when the new church was opened, the Rev. Lonsdale Formby who was 
vicar for the second part of the 19

th
 century, Mary Formby who founded the old 

schools.  Hear how Formby’s bobbies dealt with the ‘Case of the Missing Apples’, 
and of St. Peter’s during the last war as the vicar’s children remember it.  Oh and 
there will a Viking from the dim and distant past.  There will be songs and poems 
about the Formby’s famous Lifeboat and Jimmy Lowe of asparagus fame who was 
a parishioner of St. Peter’s.  All introduced by two of the church’s “maids”! 
 

There will be 4 showings over the weekend:- 

A special opening night on Friday 29
th

 September at 7.30pm followed by wine 
and nibbles in the newly extended Bier House.  This will cost £5. 

Saturday 30
th
 two showings at 2pm and 4pm.   Sunday 1

st
 at 3pm.   

On Saturday and Sunday there will be refreshments in the Bier House and an    
opportunity to make a donation to St. Peter’s Uganda Project (see page 32). 

Don’t miss this fun way to learn more about our past as a village and a church. 

No need to book.  Just come along and meet at the church for the showing that 
suits you. 

And the cast?  A dead secret at the moment – but they’ll be alive on the day!!!! 

 

 

St Peters Harvest collection this year will be going to Farm Africa.   

Farm Africa is an international organisation working to build a prosperous rural  
Africa. We help farmers to increase their harvests, build their incomes and sustain 
natural resources, partnering with governments and the private sector to find 
effective ways to fight poverty. We work closely with local communities, who 
actively participate in all the decisions about our work.  Typically, our staff are 
from the local area, can speak the local language and have a deep understanding 
of the local context. David Poole 
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BIBLE STUDY GROUPS  
We are planning four Bible Study Groups this autumn this is an opportunity to 
look at the Bible in more depth and to explore its relevance for today.  No 
particular knowledge of the Bible is required, just a desire to learn with others in 
a small group what God’s word means for our lives as individuals and as a 
church community. 

The four group leaders are:-  

Canon Alison Woodhouse, the Revd Peter Paine, Ken Ward and Michael Pitts. 

Alison and Peter’s groups are new.  Ken and Michael’s are already in existence. 
 

Alison plans to run her group in the evening.  Peter is available either morning, 
afternoon or evening.  Ken’s group meets on Tuesday mornings and has space 
for another two or three.  Michael’s group meets in the evening and also has 
space for two or three.  
 

Venues – Michael’s group meets in his home, Ken’s group in the Bier House and 
the two new groups will decide what is most suitable for them.   

You can contact me or indeed the leaders direct at the following   

Alison     Tel   830652                    email    arwfountains@gmail.com 

Peter      Tel   809517                    email    peterspaine@gmail.com 

Ken        Tel   871927                    email    swanward@supanet.com 

Michael  Tel   875550                    email    mypitts@talktalk.net 
 

We are fortunate to have four such competent leaders and it will be an 
opportunity to deepen our understanding of our faith in a relaxed way. 

Anne revannetaylor@gmail.com 

 

Unstuffy Study 

In the Autumn the Bible Study Groups, including the one of which I am a happy 
member, will all set off again.  

In our group we begin by attempting to brighten up our mental abilities with 
coffee, or even tea, plus assorted mostly chocolate biscuits - isn’t chocolate also 
said to be good for the brain? 

Then we turn to the pre-selected subject and start to comment on and explore 
the associated texts, which, with a bit of luck, we have mostly got round to 
reading beforehand.   

Between us, we are always searching for the underlying significance of what we 
are reading, as we try to disentangle the customs and thought processes of that 
cauldron of ancient civilisations mirrored in both Old and New Testaments, from 
the customs and thought processes of our own day.   
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When I was a lad ……… 

As I type this heading I can almost hear my daughters mutter “Dad’s in the olden 
days again!” I shall press on in spite of this. 

I was brought up on the King James edition of the Bible. Sometimes it was a 
little hard to understand and sometimes it could be quite alarming.  

The first version of the Revised Standard Version (RSV) of the New Testament 
was published in 1946 and the Old Testament in 1952. Nobody told me about its 
publication and its use was unheard of in Church or School.  

Perhaps we were just a little bit set in our ways in those days. 

The RSV itself was intended to be a readable and literally accurate translation 
and to put the message of the Bible in simple, enduring words that are worthy to 
stand in the great Tyndale-King James tradition. And this it certainly does, and is 
the bible we read in church and our homes today. 

On Sunday 11
th
 June we had a grand celebration at St Peter’s. The Revd. Ted 

Woods, ‘Our Ted,’ was marking his Golden Jubilee of HIS Ordination. Family, 
friends, well-wishers all gathered round the altar to join in the Eucharist on this 
delightful occasion. 

At the end of the service Ted presented St Peter’s with the most magnificent 
version of the New Revised Standard Version for the lectern. The new Bible is in 
the same format as the Gospel Book we use and is designed in shorter 
sentences and paragraphs which make reading so much more understandable 
and convenient. Have a look next time you are passing the lectern – as long as 
your hands are clean of course! 

We are indebted to you, Ted, not just for the magnificent gift of the Bible, but for 
your being with us at St Peter’s.                                             Cliff Cotsworth 

We may go off at a tangent, or make advance apologies for the odd red herring, 
but enjoy these anyway, often amid much laughter.   

More than all the foregoing, we learn and gain confidence from each other in the 
sharing of our individual perceptions of the faith and even of the doubt which can 
assail us all from time to time. 

Most of us make contributions, either as fact or opinion when we wish to do, but if 
there are some among us who merely wish to listen, that’s ok, too. 

Finally, I must pay tribute to our particular group’s leader, Michael, who works, 
often at length beforehand to prepare the background of the subject for us.  He is 
adept at giving everyone time to speak and develop their thoughts, and avoids 
imposing his own take on what we are considering.  A considerable plus, in my 
opinion, even though I am his wife!      Jane Pitts 
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MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE 

“New Beginnings” for those planning to get married in St Peter’s or St 
Luke’s.  It is a relaxed group where couples can support each other; where 
the church can offer advice about the practical things concerned with a 
wedding; and where we can look together at some of the key things which 
make for a successful marriage. Next meeting -    

Saturday 16th September at 4pm to 6pm in St Luke’s Meeting Room 

More information from Sally Nicol,   

New Beginnings Co-Ordinator      
Tel. 01704 877655 

NEW 'Little Fishes'           
Pre-school Group 

First meeting is Friday 22
nd

 September, 
9:15am -11:30am.  

Age range 0-3 yrs. Meeting in the Old School 
Room (and utilising the hall if need be) in the 
Parish Hall, Paradise Lane (opp. the school).             

All children along with parents, grandparents, minders are welcome. 

Come along on the 22nd or contact Leah Wilson
(leah.mahon1@gmail.com) or the Parish Office for more details. 

As the ladies have Primetime            
so the men have 

TIMEOUT 

Please note we are changing the venue 
to The Cricket Club. 

The next get-together will be on  

Monday 18
th

 September at 8.00pm. 

We have asked Rod Jacques to give us a Perspective on  

PRISONS: PLACES OF RETRIBUTION OR REHABILITATION?  
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Primetime 
Primetime ladies group meets monthly  

on the 3
rd

 Wednesday of the month 7.30 - 9.30pm  
in the Old School Room at the Parish Hall, Paradise Lane.  

We do something different at each meeting, but you can take part as 
much or as little as you like - whatever we do we enjoy ourselves! 

Our next meeting will be on  
Wednesday 20

th
 September  

We will have a visiting speaker, Heather Slater,                                     
who will talk about her time working as a nanny in the Middle East.  

All welcome, bring a friend. £2 admission'  

Call Sonia, Elaine or Ali  

on 833781 / 874635 / 879976  for further details. 

Breakfast Church  

Join us at Breakfast Church  

on Saturday 2
nd

 September  
at 9am in the Bier House 

30 minute service followed by toast & chat. 
You will be very welcome. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiU9s2Sp__NAhXHDMAKHSVmCBQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.primetimerestaurantandbar.com/Menu/Dinner/tabid/1728/Default.aspx&bvm=bv.127178174,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFQghfvnYezlzXCckPio0J8bC2rbg&ust=
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Shipshape and watertight 
 There are two well known boats recorded in the Old Testament, Noah´s 
ark and the boat that carried Jonah who was consumed by the whale. We 
have virtually no knowledge of Jonah's ship save it had a big enough crew to 
throw him overboard and that it was a seagoing craft. There are details of the 
size Noah´s ark but very little about its shape. In fact a recent book has 
argued it was an immense reed craft made water tight with pitch. An internet 
search of the Old Testament showed that there are very few mentions of craft 
as such, there are a few references to shipping but not many. This seems 
strange as Old Testament Israel had a significant coastline on the 
Mediterranean. There is the famous reference in Psalm 107, “They that go 
down to the sea in ships that  do business in great waters”. This is probably 
one the best known references to the sea but not all countries with a coast 
line were known for their shipping. 

      It is interesting that the New Testament has a great many references to 
boats, their use for fishing and transport and as some of the disciples were 
fishermen then it is clear why this is so. The sea of Galilee was the hub of 
many towns and so Jesus had a readymade highway for moving around from 
town to town.  

    As a maritime nation we accept easily constant reference to phrases using 
boat or shipping metaphors. Some are well known but others are not used 
now. To say a person had ‘bottom’ was a reference to how well a ship 
remained stable in heavy weather but one of the best known is ‘Don't rock the 
boat’. This emphasises the need for those who are in a boat to act together 
and be aware of the dangers around them. This use of the boat as a simile of 
the need to remain stable was an important part of the work of the famous 
woodblock print maker Hokusai. A recent exhibition in the British Museum 
showed his famous print of the sea. Here a huge wave on the left is about to 
engulf rowed fishing boats on the right. The picture shown has to be read 
from right to left.  

    Hokusai was very aware of the precarious nature of human life and wanted 
to convey this. He would also make prints of heavily laden travellers crossing 
rope bridges. The time Jesus had to calm the storm when his disciples 
became frightened by the waves is an important illustration of this same 
problem. 

    However an important element of being part of a boat or ship´s crew is 
team work. St Paul makes several references to communities agreeing and 
how one person's skill can complement another's, teamwork is about total 
interdependence of a group. It has been written somewhere that a church at 
prayer is where all share the joy, troubles and need of each other.  
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In Hebrews 10:25 we read “Let us all not give up meeting together, as some 
are in the habit of doing but let us encourage one another- and all the more 
as you see the day approaching”. After all we are all in the same boat. 

Rod Jacques 

Voices and Instruments in Eucharistic Praise 

The Royal School of Church Music Liverpool Area is holding an Event under 
this title in St Peter's Church on  

Wednesday 13
th

 September 7.00 pm to 9.00 pm. 

It will explore some of the music we use in our Parish Eucharistic worship: 
Mozart, Taize, anthems, hymns and liturgical chants. All the music will be 

provided on the day. The workshop will conclude with a fish and chips 
supper in the church hall! 

Director: Dr. Ian Sharp. 

Participation costs £5 (to cover the fish and chips!) but all are invited to come 
and listen. There will be a short act of worship.  

Please note the start time of 7 pm. 

Enquiries: Graham Jones (01704 876 134) 
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The Diocese in Europe 

Whilst the Diocese is the most recently formed in the Church of England, it has a 
long history and is the largest by far, stretching from the Canary Islands to 
Vladivostok and covering nine time zones. 

Divided into seven Archdeaconries, it has 322 congregations and 147 Licensed 
Clergy, assisted by 106 Readers (35 in training). There are many historical Anglican 
Church buildings, but many more places of worship belonging to other 
denominations are used each week. Ecumenism is very much the rule, rather than 
the exception. 

The most recent Annual Review describes the Diocese of Europe as “a Mission-
shaped diocese – a network of Christian communities and congregations serving 
Anglicans and other English-speaking Christians, working together to build up the 
Kingdom of God across an enormous geographical area”. 

Historically, English churches and congregations have been established on the 
Continent since before the Reformation. Such was the growth that in 1633 
congregations of the C of E in all foreign countries were placed under the 
jurisdiction of the Bishop of London, London being the chief port. Anglican 
Dioceses and then Provinces were later formed across the world outside of the 
United Kingdom. 

The Diocese of Gibraltar was founded by Letters of Patent on 21st August, 1842. 
Later, in 1883, the Bishop of London appointed a Suffragan Bishop, ‘Bishop of 
Fulham’, to supervise the chaplaincies in North and Central Europe. From 1970 
this jurisdiction, together with the Diocese of Gibraltar, was in the Episcopal care 
of one Bishop, the Bishop of Fulham and Gibraltar. Since July 1980 a single 
Diocese has been formed with the title: The Diocese in Europe. 

The many ecumenical agreements of the recent past provide for widespread co-
operation: the Porvoo Agreement, the Meissen Declaration, the Reuilly Common 
Statement. Throughout Europe, hospitality is provided weekly in Reformed 
Churches, Roman Catholic Churches, and increasingly the Orthodox Churches. 
Those agreements often mean an interchange of ministries. 

The Diocesan Bishop, Dr Robert Innes, speaks of 2016 as a difficult year for 
Europe – terrorist attacks in Brussels, Nice and Berlin; the struggle to respond 
adequately to the refugee crisis; the result of the vote to leave Europe. Our 
strategy has five points:   building up of the Body of Christ; sharing in the 
evangelisation of Europe; striving for a just society and sustainable environment; 
working for reconciliation; with proper resources. 
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This latter point is expressed forcefully in the fact that the many congregations are 
entirely self-financing; yet, there is enormous growth and regular requests for 
help in establishing new churches 

If you are heading off to Europe, including Turkey and Morocco, for holiday or on 
business, look at: europe.anglican.org before you go. You will find details of the 
many Churches and Service times. Many of you have told me of the welcome you 
have received. 

Arthur Siddall, former Archdeacon of the Diocese of Europe 

It has been announced that our former vicar, Rev. Paul Ormrod, has been 
appointed as a Canon of the Diocese of Europe. Congratulations Paul!  

St Peter’s to form a Keystone Group 
The Keystone programme, based at St Luke’s Church Crosby, aims to provide care 
for carers and cared for.  Through monthly meetings, a safe environment is 
provided for them to meet others and to help reduce the loneliness and isolation 
that a dementia diagnosis can bring. Keystone now has several groups in Crosby, 
Thornton and Hightown.  It is led by Jane Stephens, LML, who will be working 
with St Peter’s to set up Formby’s first Keystone group.   

Planned to begin in the Autumn, the meetings will be held in our newly 
refurbished Bier House on the first Monday of the month, 2-3.30.  Early sessions 
will cover sharing memories, benefit entitlements and practical advice.  The 
sessions are open to anyone in Formby regardless of faith (or no faith).  And we 
know there are many people in our parish, and in Formby, living with or affected 
by dementia. 

As always, volunteer helpers are needed! Are you compassionate?  Could you 
share a cuppa and a chat with a carer?  Could you reminisce about times past?  If 
so then please have a chat with Anne, Nathan or Vicky.  Full support and guidance 
will be given to everyone helping with this project. 

Another fundamental part of Keystone is prayer, so we shall also need volunteers 
to become prayer partners to support the meetings, and to be available to pray 
for particular things. 

Please do consider giving up a small amount of time to help.  A small amount of 
your time will make a massive, massive difference!   Vicky Hall   07789712892 



16 

The Coniston Challenge 2017 
We would like to say a huge thank you to all the generous members of the 
parish who have supported us with their donations towards the Coniston 
Challenge. Currently, we have raised over £2,000 to be donated to Alder 
Hey Children’s Hospital in Liverpool. 

The challenge began with an early start on the 8th July. By 8.30am our 
team of six – the Formby Dads - were on our mountain bikes heading up 
through Coniston village towards Grizedale Forest, the ride uphill was 
hard work but we completed the 17km ride in 1hr 15mins. Then it was on 
to the 3km kayak event which took us across the lake and back again. 
Finally, we began our 3 hour hike up the Old Man of Coniston. The 
evening ended with a presentation to all the participants, we were 
delighted to finish 7th fastest and we are already planning how we might 
go quicker next year! 

It was a brilliant event for a very worthwhile cause, and we wish to express 
our gratitude to everyone who has donated to the charity and wished us 
luck. 

Many thanks, 

John, Matt and Peter (The Sunday Club dads!) 
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HOTDOG CHILDREN’S SERVICE 
Sunday 24th September    
A short service for children & young people at 12noon 
followed by hotdogs in the Bier House.   All welcome. 

Formby Welcomes Asylum Seekers 

The Formby Refugee Support Group welcomed 14 asylum seekers from 
Asylum Link Merseyside (ALM) to Formby on 10th July. We shared a 
vegetarian curry lunch provided by members of the Group and then 
travelled to Ainsdale beach for informal cricket, shell collecting and 
paddling.  

Thanks to the generosity of local people at St. Peter's, St. Luke's and 
Formby Elim Pentecostal church we were able to give a toiletry pack to 
each of them and a Mars bar 'treat' provided by a donation from friends in 
Derbyshire. We also delivered to ALM a sizable quantity of clothing and 
other items which local people had donated since our last "Welcome" 
occasion. So a big THANK YOU to everyone involved.  

Our next "Welcome" event is planned for the 18th September. If anyone is 
interested in assisting, especially able-bodied men to assist with setting up 
and clearing up, please contact Peter on 01704 809517 or 
peterspaine@gmail.com. Thank you.  

mailto:peterspaine@gmail.com
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Packed Sunday Club 
The choir room had elastic 

walls! 

Sunday Club is back on 10
th   

& 17
th

 September in the new 
Bier House. 
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We hope you have had refreshing summer holidays.  On 22
nd

 
August several members enjoyed the garden party given to the 
Deanery by our President, Beverley Boden, in her Blundellsands 
garden. Thank you, Beverley. 

We look forward to the opening of the autumn season on Thursday, 
7

th
 September, at 2.00pm in the Bier House when Ken Ward will be 

taking us on ‘A Trip to Venice’, illustrated with slides. 

On Wednesday, 13
th
 September, there will be    

a Beetle Drive at 7.30pm in the Bier House.  
Come and join us for a fun evening! 

Deanery Prayers will be held this year on 
Wednesday, 20

th
 September, at 2.00 pm at St. 

Michael’s, Blundellsands.  

The annual church service for St. Peter’s MU will be held on 
Thursday, 5

th
 October, at 2.00pm in St. Peter’s Church, followed by 

refreshments in the Bier house. 

Next year is the centenary of the MU in Holy Trinity and St. Peter’s 
parishes. A joint service to mark this will be held in Holy Trinity 
Church on Wednesday, 16

th
 May 2018, at 2.00pm. This will include 

the Deanery Festival. Bishop Cyril Ashton will preside. Please note 
this date in your diary for next year. 

As the autumn season begins, we would like to remind you that we 
welcome visitors at all our meetings and that the Mothers’ Union is 
open to everyone, men and women, not just ‘mothers’.  

If you would like to join or seek further information, please contact 
Eleanor, tel. 872118.  

Eleanor 
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Grasmere Village, Lake District National Park 

Holiday cottage to let 
 

Bakers Yard is a stone built barn conversion with two double 
 bedrooms. 

Modern kitchen & bathroom, c/h. fridge freezer etc. TV DVD. 
Private parking space. In heart of the village.  

Prime location for walking. 
Convenient for Ambleside, Keswick. 
 

www.grasmerecottage.com 
for more information & availability 

 Tony Hill  01704 877335   
07715 000282 

 
 email info@grasmerecottage.com 

ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT     ADVERT     

Bamburgh 
Northumberland 

 

Holiday cottage to let 
 

Located in heart of the village 
 

Sleeps 3 
 

For details contact 
Frances Elford   
01704 834612 
07761 345864 

 
www.bamburghcottages.org.uk 

http://www.grasmere-cottage.com/
mailto:info@grasmerecottage.com
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Call us now: 

t: 01704 546688 

Email: info@thewwg.co.uk 

“From capital to coast” a twelve day tour of  

BULGARIA 

29th April - 10th May 2018  
As the title suggests we start our tour in Sophia and travel east across 

northern Bulgaria to the Black Sea coast and return on a southerly route. 
Along the way we will visit places of religious, cultural and ornithological 

interest. These include the church of St. Sofia, a monastery in the Balkan 
mountains, the ancient capital of Veliko Tarnovo, several UNESCO World 
Heritage sites including Nessebar on the Black Sea coast, a boat trip on 
the Ropotamo river, the Poda Nature reserve, Kazanluk the capital of the 
Valley of the Thracian Kings, the ancient city of Plovdiv with its remains 
from Thracian, Macedon, Roman, Byzantine, Bulgarian and Ottoman 
times, and the emblematic Rila monastery. Bulgaria, once part of the 

Byzantine empire, offers a rich variety religious sites set in spectacular 
scenery with opportunities to explore local crafts and cuisine.  

 
A full brochure is available from Peter, 01704 809517 or 

peterspaine@gmail.com. or the Worldwide Christian Travel website: 
www.christian-travel.com 

We hope you will able to join us on this unique tour. 

mailto:peterspaine@gmail.com
http://www.christian-travel.com
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• Specialist in Wills, Probate and Lasting Powers of Attorney 

• Home Will Service 

• Will Reviews 

• Lasting Power of Attorney Work 

• Property Trust Wills 

• Trust Wills 

• Funeral Plans 

• Home Probate Service 

• Executor Service 

• Secure Document Storage 

• Free Home Visits 

 

If you would  like  some guidance, please feel free to come and have a 
chat with me, or alternatively please contact me on 07926 587776 
 

Caroline Speakman 
Member of the Society of Willwriters 
 

Email:   cspeakman@jwals.co.uk 

Phone:   07926 587776 

Find me on Facebook & Twitter 
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We are a family owned and run business offering a caring  

and important service for your family.   
We can promise: 

 Always to listen and give advice without obligation 

 To make funeral arrangements at your home or at our offices 

 Private Chapels of Rest (Formby and Waterloo) 

 Information and advice for Green or Woodland Burials 

 Flexible and competitive on all prices. 

Please visit our comprehensive website for further advice, ideas,  

prices and charges. 

www.barringtonsfunerals.co.uk 
49 Liverpool Road, Formby L37 6BT / 28 Crosby Road North, Waterloo L22 4QF 

Telephone 01704 461511 / 0151 

928 1625 

Safe and effective exercise classes for pregnant and  post-natal women and their 
babies.  All classes are designed to music with a different music theme each week. 

Wednesdays at St. Peter’s Church Hall starting 13th September. 

Move it Mums… & Babes 11.30 until 12.15 

Mums, bring your baby or toddler with you as you exercise.  The classes are designed 
to combat post-natal issues and repair and strengthen your body after giving birth.  
A great way to bond with your baby while you get fit and strong.   

Move it Mums… & Bumps 12.30 until 1.15 

Pregnant ladies, come and work out safely in your lunch break.  The classes are 
designed to keep you fit and strong throughout every stage of your pregnancy.  

To book your place please email 
info@moveitmums.com;  

visit www.moveitmums.com or contact Michelle 
on 07763 678 161. 

Be kind to yourself 

mailto:info@moveitmums.com
http://www.moveitmums.com


26 

ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT     ADVERT     ADVERT 

 

Maryland 
School Lane, Formby 

 

24 Hour  
Residential Care  
for Older People 
Excellent Food  

All single rooms 
 

Call the Care Manager 
on  

873832 
for further details 

HAIR LINE 
Ladies’  

Hair Stylist 
 

 

 

 

Local Professional 
Hair Care  

 

Perms, Sets,  
Cut & Blow 

Friendly Service 
 

49, Piercefield Road,  
Freshfield 
L37 7DG 

Tel: (01704) 872504 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Help at Home with  

Shopping / Cleaning / Cooking  
Companionship and Care 

Contact Tracy 

01704 563 333 

email:  

sefton@caremark.co.uk 

mailto:sefton@caremark.co.uk
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the bloom room 

 

 

 

 

 JOHN'S FRESH FISH 

 

 THE FINEST FRESH FISH SOLD IN FORMBY 
 

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERIES EACH WEEK AT THE FOLLOWING TIMES: 

TUESDAY: 08.30-15.30, WEDNESDAY: 12.00-16.30, THURSDAY 12.30-16.00 
 

 *WEDNESDAYS: Also parked in the Lay-by on Old Town Lane outside 
the Chemist and Freshfield Surgery between  09.00-12.00 

 
ALL FISH BOUGHT DAILY DIRECTLY FROM FLEETWOOD FISH MARKET AND 

DELIVERED THE SAME DAY IN A FULLY  REFRIGERATED VAN 
 

 EAT FISH IT’S GOOD FOR YOU! 

MOBILE No:  07841 449295 

If you wish to donate to  
St Peter’s, please send a 
text to 70070 with the 
text message STPT99 
followed by a space 

and the amount you wish 
to give - up to £10   

(send in a single text). 
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132 Church Road, Freshfield, Formby (opp Grapes Hotel) 

Tel: 01704 873983 
Web: www.byrneandson.co.uk • Email: byrneandson@hotmail.com 

Suits - Sizes 36” - 56” chest •short, regular & long fittings • from stock 

Full range of Wedding & Evening Hire 
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Taking for granted 

The summer is practically over. It has been quite a good summer, weather-wise. 
It was a bit dry for the plants in my garden and for quite a while I had to water 
them. My water butts ran dry and I had to use the hose pipe at times, as the 
flowers had to just get on with it, but the food needed to be watered. I do enjoy 
my own produce such as salad vegetables and peas and beans, so needed to 
water the garden for them. I expect my water bill will be going up again!  

 
It is just one of those things that we take for granted, that rain will come, and if it 
doesn't, then the tap will provide for us. It must be dreadful to live in a place 
where water is in short supply.  
 
I got to thinking about the other things that we take for granted. If we have fami-
ly, we expect that they will always be there to give a helping hand when needed. 
When there is no family nearby, we rely on friends, but they should never be 
taken for granted. To have a friend, you must be a friend.  
 
The children are back at school now and I expect they will either be glad to be 
there, or they will be grumbling about it. How we take education for granted. I 
was reading in the Mothers Union magazine how precious education is in some 
countries in Africa, and how the women are trying to learn to read and write so 
that they can pass on their knowledge to their children. All this we take for grant-
ed, and many people abuse the system and scorn education, thinking that it is 
for fools, but they are the fools in the long run. It is a precious commodity to be 
clung on to.  
 
We take our homes for granted. Can you imagine what you would do if it was 
destroyed by fire, as were the many homes in London in the Tower Block? All 
those poor people homeless in seconds, if they were lucky enough to get out 
with their lives. To be homeless must be soul destroying, so never take it for 
granted. I have only been homeless once in my life, but had parents who sup-
ported me until another home could be found. I swore that I would never live in 
rented accommodation again, and have been lucky enough to always have a 
home to call my own. Poverty is bad enough, but to be homeless is beyond 
thinking about.  
 
We take our shops for granted, but when one closes and we have to go else-
where for our needs, it is a big shock.  
 
Our health is the most wonderful blessing that God has given us, yet I hear of 
young people who destroy their health with neglect and drugs. It is so foolish, for 
if you have your health you can earn your wealth.  
 
One thing we can always rely on, is the Love of God, but 
don't ever let us take Him for granted.  
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Tickets will be available from 
Patrick & Sue Parkes  

Shoebox Day  
to be held on  

Wednesday 18th October  

10-5pm  

in the Old School Room! 

Orders now being taken! 

Vicky Hall   

Carol Paine 
will be taking 

part in this 
event hoping 

third time 
lucky with the 
weather !!!! 

She would be 
happy for    

anyone to join 
her on this fun 
day out or to 
sponsor her. 

Carol 

809517 
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UGANDA PROJECT  -  Together We Can 
We are very much looking forward to the visit of Rev Sheilagh Williamson 
on Sunday 24th September when she will preach at the 10am service about 
our proposed partnership with her in a project based in Kalule, near Kam-
pala in Uganda. 
 

When looking for an overseas project to become involved with, the PCC 
agreed that not only should money be raised in its support, but also that 
there would be an opportunity for a group of volunteers from St. Peter’s to 
visit the project and make some practical difference. 
 

After a lot of research, Sheilagh’s project fitted the bill.  Not only is there a 
school to be refurbished and repaired which needs painting and DIY skills, 
but a group of ladies have started a local business baking cakes and cater-
ing for weddings, and they would value some advice in making the most of 
their venture.  Teachers at the school would value help with English and 
with teaching skills.  There will be opportunities for interacting with the 
school children by arranging games and fun days.  Health and hygiene are 
also areas of need. 
 

In short, there will plenty to do for everyone, no matter what their skills and 
abilities. 
 

The local bishop has been informed of our interest and will be delighted to 
welcome a group from St. Peter’s. The diocese has a well-fitted hostel in 
the area which would be at our disposal. We would envisage a group      
visiting the project sometime in the summer of 2018. 
 

From experience involvement in such a project is a two-way experience.  
Not only do those visited benefit but so too do the visitors. Mission is a     
two-way relationship and the possibilities are endless. 
 

There will be an opportunity after the service and over coffee in the Bier 
House to ask Sheilagh any questions and to get a full picture of what we 
might offer to do with the community in Kalule. 
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The modern, tax-efficient and easy way to give to your local church.  The Parish 
Giving Scheme is a way for parishioners to plan and manage their giving through a 

Direct Debit.  If interested, the full details are at  

www.liverpool.anglican.org/parishgivingscheme 

Or contact St Peter’s Stewardship Team who will be happy to discuss the scheme. 
Mike Fletcher 07808 310834 email: stewardshipstpeter@gmail.com  

Archbishop Blanch Memorial Lecture                     
C. S. Lewis for Today: Making Sense of  Faith and 

Culture presented by Professor McGrath 

He was, almost certainly, the greatest apologist for the Christian faith of the 20
th
 

century.  He has become far better known since his death in 1963 than he was 
when he was living in Oxford.   The Narnia stories, and his writings such as 
"Mere Christianity" have never been out of print.   Now a new biography of 

Lewis has been written by Prof Dr Alister McGrath, who has been invited to give 
this year's Archbishop Blanch Memorial Lecture 

at Liverpool Hope University on 25th October at 7 pm 
on the subject C.S.Lewis, his life and work. 

 Admission is by ticket, and early application is advised.    

 For more information and to register for free tickets please go to 
www.liverpool.anglican.org/C.-S.-Lewis-for-Today---October-25th-2017  

http://www.liverpool.anglican.org/parishgivingscheme
mailto:stewardshipstpeter@gmail.com
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From the Church Registers  
 

Baptisms 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

        

16th July 2017 
Alexander Ramon & Jessica Beth 
Quintana twins of Ramon & Jane 

20th August 2017  
Chloe Elizabeth Nardone 

daughter of Michele & Ruth 

Interment of  Ashes 

13
th
 July Richard Birkett 

23
rd

 Aug Mary Read 

Funerals  

13
th
 July Derick Chamberlain 

26
th
 July David McCullough 

28
th
 July  John Pearson 

21
st
 Aug    Joyce Scattergood 

1
st 

Sept Peter Hall 

4
th 

Sept Pauline Moore 

20th August 2017  
Lucinda Emily Jade            

Rimmer-Richardson daughter      
of Jonathan & Becky 
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Anne and Cliff 
Cotsworth  

married 2
nd

 
September 1967 

We would like to include the announcement of births, engagements and special 
anniversaries etc. so please let us know—alisonwhiffing@aol.com 

From the Church Registers  

Wedding 
 

 

 

1
st
 July   

Philip Ditchfield &  

Nichola Finnegan  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY    
September 2017 
 
1st  Friday    6.30pm First Friday Eucharist 
 

2nd  Saturday   9.00am  Breakfast Church in the Bier House  
  

3rd  Sunday     12th Sunday after Trinity 
 10.00am  Celebration to Open the New Bier House Extension 

 with Bishop Richard Blackburn 
 

6th  Wednesday   9.00am  Trinity St Peter’s School re-starts – Autumn Term 
 

7th Thursday   2.00pm Mothers’ Union meeting in the Bier House  
 

9th  Saturday    9.00am  Parish Day Out to Tatton Park  

     

10th Sunday     13th Sunday after Trinity 
        10.00am Battle of Britain Service with 611 Woodvale Air  
       Training Corp.   
       Preacher – Archdeacon Peter Bradley,  
       Wing Chaplain, Air Cadets Merseyside Wing 

 Sunday Club begins again  
     12 noon Baptisms 
 

13th Wednesday   7.30pm Mothers’ Union “Beetle Drive” in the Bier House 
 

17th Sunday     14th Sunday after Trinity 
    10.00am Farewell to Graham & Marilyn Jones 

 Sunday Club 
 

18th Monday    8.00pm TimeOut in the Cricket Club 
 

20th  Wednesday   7.30pm Primetime in the OSR, Parish Hall   
 

22nd Friday    2.30pm Wedding of Nathan Thorpe & Poppy Richards  
 All Hallows Church, Ordsall 

 

24th Sunday     15th Sunday after Trinity 
     10.00am  Launch of our Partnership with a project in Uganda 
       Preacher – Rev. Shelagh Williamson  
     12 noon Hot Dog Service in Church 
       (followed by hot dogs in the Bier House)   
     6.30pm  Service of Wholeness 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjA7bXhsajQAhUJORoKHezlAnsQjRwIBw&url=http://carnmoney.connor.anglican.org/mothers_union.html&psig=AFQjCNHGCfa1ujbdVGch3xiK4sqEsWvwGg&ust=1479217737141546
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiU9s2Sp__NAhXHDMAKHSVmCBQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.primetimerestaurantandbar.com/Menu/Dinner/tabid/1728/Default.aspx&bvm=bv.127178174,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFQghfvnYezlzXCckPio0J8bC2rbg&ust=
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Sefton Dementia Action Alliance (Formby) 

Please come and join us for our 

Dementia Awareness Session 
Formby Library 

Saturday 23
rd

 September   10am-12noon 

No charge. Includes light refreshments 

All welcome.   

For enquiries, please ring Sally Nicol Tel: 01704 877655 

28th Thursday 2.00pm Eucharist in Halcyon House—note earlier time 
 

29th Sept to 1st October  Harvest Thanksgiving Weekend – 

 Friday 29th –  7.30pm  Formby Folk—Gala Opening Night £5 incl. refreshments 
 Saturday 30th – 2pm & 4pm Formby Folk  
 Sunday 1st –  10am  Harvest All–Age Parade Service 
    3pm  Formby Folk 
    6.30pm  Harvest Thanksgiving 
      with special preacher Bishop Anne Hollinghurst  
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 Sundays  

  8.00 am   Holy Communion (1662)  

10.00 am   Parish Eucharist (Coffee afterwards)  

  6.30 pm   Choral Evensong  

  6.30 pm   Service of Wholeness –  Last Sunday of month  

Weekdays  

  9.00 am  Morning Prayer 

    Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday  

11.00 am   Wednesday Eucharist (Coffee afterwards)  

  6.30 pm   Eucharist 1st Friday of each month   

Vicarage Garden Party 
 Sunday 2nd July 2017   

Welcoming Nathan Thorpe to St Peter’s 


