
 

 

Sermon for 27th October 2019 (Last Sunday after Trinity) 

Deut. 32. 1-4; Pss. 124,125,126; John 14. 15-26 

May I speak in the name of the living God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will 

come to them and make our home with them.” 

 

Our Gospel reading today is taken from John’s account of the Last Supper and the 

lengthy discourse that Jesus had with his disciples after his initial act of washing their 

feet and after Judas Iscariot had left the table to go to the high priests in order to 

betray him.  In fact, these words are spoken in direct answer to a question from 

another Judas who asked: Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and 

not to the world?”  And this represents in effect the start of the Christian faith, 

because our faith hangs on the testimony initially of the five hundred or so Jewish 

disciples who saw our Lord both before and after his death and resurrection.  As Paul 

wrote to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 15. 14): if Christ has not been raised, then our 

proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain.”  How is it that this 

testimony has borne fruit over nearly two thousand years?  Through the fact that the 

first witnesses loved Jesus and, with the help of the Holy Spirit given to them on the 

first Pentecost Sunday, kept his word; and that that word, the good news that they 

preached, has been passed down over the succeeding centuries.  That is not to deny 

that there have been disagreements - to put it mildly - over the interpretation of 

certain aspects of the faith and of the scriptures passed down to us.  But the core 

beliefs have survived in the Apostles ’and Nicene Creeds.  These Creeds have 

nothing whatever to contribute to the current issues besetting the Anglican 

Communion such as sexual orientation; but they do set out the essence of our faith, 

that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became man for our salvation, was crucified, dead 

and buried, and rose again to life eternal. 

 

Now if that is the principal tenet of the Christian faith, namely that Christ has been 

raised from the dead to eternal life, so that we too may participate in that life of 

immortality, why has the Church, and why have we its members, pushed that concept 

of eternal life into the background, to concentrate rather on mission?  Yes, we have a 

responsibility to continue to preach the good news and to ensure that, until our Lord 

comes again, each successive generation holds fast to those same Creeds.  But 

perhaps we are lacking a bit in that love about which Jesus spoke to his disciples, so 

that, although of course the Father loves us, still He and His Son Jesus are not yet 

minded to come and make their home with us, in the new Jerusalem about which St. 

John the Divine tells us in Revelation in such wonderful detail.  Perhaps we are a 

little afraid, because we do not know and cannot imagine what eternal life will be 

like; will it be monotonous and boring, because there will be no contrasts, for 

example between light and dark - as St. John tells us: there will be no night there”?  

Are we reluctant to give up our present comfort zone, with its comparative certainty 

including the prospect of death, for something about which we know so little and 

which therefore appears uncertain, called life eternal?  Surely, if we love God with 



 

 

anything like the same unconditionality with which He loves us, we should be able to 

put our full trust in Him and expect that life eternal can only be far better than the 

best experiences we may have in this life on earth. 

 

I want to speak for a moment about this word “love”.  In the original Greek in which 

the New Testament came down to us, two verbs were used: αγαπαω and φιλεω.  

The former of these, αγαπαω, is by far the more common and is used in today’s 

passage; according to the lexicon in my Greek New Testament, it denotes the love of 

reason, or esteem, and is used of God’s love towards human beings and of the love of 

human beings towards God - although I suspect there are the odd exceptions to prove 

the rule.  φιλεω on the other hand is said to refer to the love of the feelings, warm 

instinctive affection.  Interestingly, the one place where these two words are set in 

direct contrast is at the end of John’s Gospel, when Jesus meets the disciples at the 

Sea of Tiberias after his resurrection and asks Peter three times do you love me?”.  

The first two times Jesus uses αγαπαω, but Peter always answers using φιλεω, to 

which verb Jesus also resorts on the third occasion.  Was Jesus trying to teach Peter 

and the other disciples about the sort of love they should have for him and for the 

Father, namely something a bit more special than just affection - important though 

that is - ; rather to use the reason and intelligence that we have been given in order to 

return the Father’s love for us in the same unconditional way?  Is there a lesson here 

for us, that if we are able to love the Father unconditionally, then He and Jesus will 

be more likely to come and make their home with us?  Perhaps that in turn will have 

the effect of bringing much closer the time when Jesus will return in person to bring 

in the new creation, because we will be more earnest in our prayers for him to come 

again, so that we may be changed into the life eternal. 

 

In conclusion, today the Anglican Church commemorates two saints, the apostles 

Simon and Jude.  Tradition has it that they both were sent to Mesopotamia and Persia 

to preach and both were martyred there.  The Judas who asked the question in our 

gospel reading this evening is identified with Jude the apostle and also the writer of 

the epistle that bears his name.  So it is to this Jude that we are grateful for the reply 

by Jesus which I used as my text: Those who love me will keep my word, and my 

Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.”  

Even so, maran atha, come Lord Jesus; put an end to all suffering, and change us into 

your likeness.    

 

Amen.     


