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Church Flowers 
 

Many people have special days in the year which they commemorate and 
flowers on the altar of St Peter's Church can fittingly mark the special 

event. 
 

We invite you to remember your family and friends with a donation towards 
our Church flowers.   

Suggested donation is £20.  
 

The occasion would also be printed in the Sunday bulletin.   
 

Please first contact the Parish Office on 871171  
for more details and to reserve your date.  

 
 

Thank you to everyone  
who has already given donations  

towards the weekly flowers. 
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The magazine is an important means of outreach and keeps everyone informed and in 
touch with the life of St Peter's Church.  The magazine is free, though it would be 

appreciated if you would like to give a donation towards production costs.                       
If you would like a magazine delivered to your home, please contact the Parish Office. 

Please note the deadline for the March 2020 edition of the magazine is 
Friday 7th February 2020.  Contributions to alisonwhiffing@aol.com 

We should all take pride in the success of the three Christingle services 
which were attended by over 1,200 adults and children and raised over 
£2,000 for two charities: £642 for the Samaritans, and £1,444 for the 
Children’s Society.  

Our thanks go to all those who organised and helped in the services and 
with the preparation of the oranges.  We take the opportunity of particularly 
thanking the parishioner who so generously donated the oranges. 

Ted Woods has written an update on pages 18 and 19 of the 
work that has taken place since our last visit to Uganda, and 
it is heartening to learn how the new buildings are being 
admired and are attracting pupils to the school. 

Ted’s article this month under the heading ‘From the Back 
Pew’ is held over whilst he is away with Anne. 

We draw your attention to the fact that with the approach of 
Lent, we are hosting a joint evening service on Ash 
Wednesday with our neighbouring parishes of St Luke’s, Holy 
Trinity and St Michael’s at 7.30 p.m. on 26th February, whilst 
the Lent Talks commence on Monday 2nd March (see page 2). 

The Editorial team wish a very happy and peaceful year to you and your 
families near and far. 

Best wishes  

From the Editorial Team 

The Editorial Team 

Churches Together are on Facebook  

Look for Churches Together in Formby, Altcar and 
Hightown to keep up with all the events.  
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Dear Friends,  

I know as we begin February that Christmas seems a 
long time ago and what I am about to share is old 
news to many.  The last magazine was a double 
issue so this is the first time I have had a chance to 
share the news of new appointments with you. 

 

Congratulations - I know I join with you all in congratulating our Curate, 
Nathan, on his appointment as Vicar of St Giles in Aintree.  It will be very sad 
to see him go as he has become so much part of our St Peter’s family.  But 
this was an opportunity too good to miss and, when God prompts, who are 
we to say “no”.  St Giles is a great parish and a super place for a first 
incumbency.  Its official title is St Giles with St Peter’s.  The St Peter's 
Chapel, created in 2005, is in remembrance of their mother church which 
used to be located on Church Avenue, Warbeck Moor.  So each mid-week 
Eucharist Nathan can think of us as he celebrates in St Peter’s Chapel.  St 
Giles is also in our Deanery so he will still have me as his Area Dean and 
meet up with old friends at Deanery meetings. 

 

Nathan’s Licensing will be on Tuesday 12th May at 7.30pm in St Giles 
Church, Aintree Lane.  His last Sunday in St Peter’s will be Sunday 26th 
April and will be an opportunity to say thank you for his ministry amongst us. 
More details of both services will be in future magazines. 

 

Welcome - St Peter’s is recognised as a good training parish for curates and 
later this year we will be welcoming a new curate – Simon Macaulay.  Simon 
is presently finishing his training in Westcott House, Cambridge, and will be 
ordained Deacon in Liverpool Cathedral on Sunday 28th June.  Simon is in 
his 40’s and is originally from Wavertree.  He has worked in the Home Office 
and more recently as manager of the Liturgy Department in Liverpool 
Cathedral.  We look forward to welcoming him to St Peter’s in July.  

 

So back to Christmas! I would like to say a heartfelt 
thank you to everyone who gave their time and 
energy to make Christmas so special.  Along with the 
Wardens, Paul & Steve, we have a great team who 
helped at services, made Christingles, put trees up 
(and down), played, read and sang, made mulled 

wine and served refreshments, arranged flowers and so much more.  David, 
our Musical Director, and the choir were super.  We thank Glyn, Mark and 
Rod for a wonderful job renovating our crib.  
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Our appreciation to everyone who delivered Christmas cards to the homes in 
our parish which must have helped contributed to 1300 attending services on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  Thank you to everyone who in any way 
contributed to a wonderful Christmas as we celebrated the birth of Christ. 

 

But, as Christmas seems only just to have finished, Lent 
will begin at the end of the month.  This year on Ash 
Wednesday we will host the joint evening service with 
the parishes of St Luke’s, Holy Trinity and St Michael’s at 
7.30pm on 26th February. 

As New Year resolutions may be fading, it is time to think 
about a Lenten discipline.  

 

One of our parish objectives is to work for our Gold 
Eco Award and we can all do a little more to be more 
environmentally friendly.  Possibly helping collect litter 
with the National Trust or changing one more small 
household habit.  Small changes that each of us can 
adopt really can make a difference to look after the 
world with which God has entrusted us.  

 

Lent Talks – will begin on Monday 2nd March so put 
the date in your diary.  These, along with the Bible 
study groups, give an opportunity to journey towards 
Easter being revived and renewed in our relationship 
with God.  

 

The Uganda Project - The up-date on work in Kalule is reported later in the 
magazine.  Thank you to everyone who supports the work and every penny 
given is being used in a way that is making a massive difference to the lives 
of the people of St Peter’s Church, School and Women’s Project in Kalule. 
We will be planning a work team trip in 2021. 

As we fill our 2020 diaries with more and more events 
we can all fall into the trap of thinking so far ahead that 
we forget to enjoy the present moment.  Let us take time 
as the evenings begin to get brighter to enjoy what is 
around us.  To sit quietly with God instead of talking.  
And remember to laugh!  

Proverbs 17: 22 

Anne 
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A Service of  Confirmation was held on                     
Sunday 24th November 2019                                                    
in St Peter’s Church, Formby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    Those confirmed by Bishop Paul Bayes were -  

From St Peter’s  
Helen Squire  
Liz Kubicka 
Matthew Hersey  
Lizzy Charnock 
Christopher Hawkins 
Charlotte McGeoch 
Paige McNally 
Ellie Maddison 
Ella Pierce  
Olivia Rawsthorne 
Beth Williams 

From Holy Trinity 
Daniel Killen  
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HORIZONS REPORT  

 

The Learning Rooms is a non-profit community 
organisation offering day provision for adults with 
learning difficulties, disabilities and additional needs. 

 
Their aim is to provide person-centred opportunities 
for clients to grow their social, physical, academic 
and work skills through a range of structured 
activities within a safe and friendly environment. 
 
It is a fully inclusive organisation that respects and 
celebrates all cultural and religious backgrounds. 
They provide a safe and varied work environment 
with close links to the local community. 
 
The Learning Rooms is available for all ages from 18 
upwards, providing both full and half day sessions as 
well as holidays, with lunch and snacks provided. 
 
The facilities include an IT Suite, sensory room, 
hairdressing salon, arts and craft room, a small 
animal section and an off-site allotment.  They also 
run a range of social events around the local 
community so clients get out and experience a 
variety of fun and memorable experiences. 
 
The premises (224a Liverpool Road, Southport, PR8 
4PD) also include Four Seasons garden centre, 
which has a gift shop, café, florist and second-hand 
store.  Here clients can gain work experience and 
training in a wide range of activities, providing a 
progressive route to develop and extend their skills 
within a retail and catering setting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For further information: 
www.thelearningrooms.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Dogs for Good is an innovative 
charity, exploring ways dogs can 
help people overcome specific 
challenges and enrich and 
improve lives and communities. 
 
 

Assistance Dogs 
 
Their Assistance Dogs support adults and children 
with a range of disabilities, giving practical support 
which enables greater independence.  Their Autism 
Assistance Dogs transform the lives of families 
affected by Autism, helping a child remain calm and 
focused in busy places. 

 

Community Dogs 
 
The School Community Dogs work alongside a 
handler, and in conjunction with teachers and 
therapists in Special Needs schools.  Other dogs work 
with people with Dementia and their carers, helping 
them to lead full and active lives at home and in their 
local community. 

 
For further information: www.dogsforgood.org 

Paul McHenry 
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“I sat with love by pasture stream” 
 

John Clare’s poetry enchanted the townspeople of London in the early 1830’s.  His 
ability to capture the simple elegance of nature and the life of those who lived and 
worked in the country was engaging.  It still is  but why were those readers so 
enamoured of his verse?  By the time his work was accepted, the steam industrial 
revolution had taken a strong hold on the lives of towns.  The countryside was becoming 
more remote from the industrial worker and so the simple direct lines of his poetry 
became important.  From his poem on the first thaw in winter: 
 

                            "The hedgehog from its hollow root 
                          sees the wood-moss clear of snow 
                          And hunts each hedge for fallen fruit"…. 
 

                           "The mavis thrush wi wild delight 
                            Upon the orchard’s dripping tree  
                            Mutters to see the day so bright." 
 

These images enabled those denied access to fields to live the world of nature but there 
may have been another reason for Clare’s initial popularity, (he later became ignored).  
His work provided a memory of how the majority of the population had once lived on 
the land.  For those within the dirty, limited world of industry and commerce the idea of 
the countryside may have given them a sense of an ideal world.  Some of Clare’s work 
did evoke the destruction of the old farming way as field enclosures became the 
controlling factor for the future of farming, limiting the life villagers once led. 
 

The idea of the countryside providing an ideal way of life leads to the question of how 
society should reflect the values which were believed to be there in the countryside, in 
other words the ideal society or state.  There have been many ways of trying to found a 
society which has values of cooperation, self-containment, alongside mutual support.  
The 18th century idea that there had been an ancient ideal way of life which still could 
provide principles of society, had lost its attractions.  Clare says  
 

                                      "The past it is a magic word,  
                                       Too beautiful to last 
                                       It looks back like a lovely face" 
 

The 18th century looked to revolution to create the necessary conditions for living 
together. 
 

Far too often the idea of how a society should be organised was imposed on a country.  
A good example, and possibly the last one in this country, was Cromwell’s puritan 
culture.  They saw the need to enforce a way of life to ensure the nation would be saved.  
It was, of course, enforced at the end of pike and musket and failed.   
  

So often attempts to find the ideal society and a way of life which are mutually satisfying 
are based on the development of the state.  Yet Jesus in St Mark’s gospel warns against 
relying on this.  Chapter 13 v8 “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
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kingdom.  There will be earthquakes in various places and famine.  These are the 
beginnings of birth-pains.”  Yet Jesus assures us He is always with us and provides us 
with strength. 
 

In looking for a way forward there is the continual need to accept change and to keep 
progressing.  Underlying this is the Christian message for us all to provide support and 
care.  When the present pope stood, having just been elected to office, a fellow 
cardinal touched his arm and said, “remember the poor.”  This in a way brings us back 
to Clare’s poetry.  He knew nothing but poverty and saw it all around him.  Eventually 
he was helped with funds which paid for the many years he spent in an asylum.  His 
poetry shows pride in the people he knew and above all he revered nature.  He found 
the strength he needed in the direct observation of the changes in the fields and the 
animals which lived there.  
 

                             “How pleasant are the fields to roam and think 
                              Whole sabbaths through unnoticed and alone 
                               Beside the little mole hill skirted brink 
                               Of the small brook that skips o'er many a stone.” 
 

Clare praises the farmer with his family 
 

                            “True to the Church no Sunday shower  
                               Kept him at home in that important hour.” 
                           Rod Jacques 
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Primetime   
Primetime will meet in                      
the Old School Room, Parish Hall,     
on Wednesday 12th February              
(1 week early to avoid half term)   
7.30 - 9.30pm.  

£2 contribution per meeting 
suggested towards costs.  

All ladies welcome, especially if 
joining us for the first time.  

For further details call 
Sonia, Elaine or Ali on 
833781 / 874635 / 
879976  

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiU9s2Sp__NAhXHDMAKHSVmCBQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.primetimerestaurantandbar.com/Menu/Dinner/tabid/1728/Default.aspx&bvm=bv.127178174,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFQghfvnYezlzXCckPio0J8bC2rbg&ust=
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If interested, the full details are at   

www.liverpool.anglican.org/

parishgivingscheme  

or contact St Peter’s Stewardship 

Team who will be happy to discuss 

the scheme.   

Mike Fletcher 07808 310834   

or email: 

stewardshipstpeter@gmail.com 

 
 
 

1st Monday  
of the month 

2 - 3.30pm 
The Parish Hall,  

Paradise Lane, Formby. 
 

Please join us for an afternoon of 
singing and refreshments.  

Everyone welcome, especially 
those with memory loss. 

 

St Peter’s Parish Office            
01704 871171  

Please note new venue. 

Children start in 
church (10am) 
and then move 
to the Bier House for lots of fun.   
An adult comes with the child and 
can join in with the activities.  All 
children are welcome though it is 
designed for the younger age group 
(up to Year 2).  
Sunday Club Dates:    
February 2nd and 23rd  

Little Fishes Pre-school Group 
Every Friday 9:15am - 
11:30am in the Parish Hall, 
Paradise Lane.  
Little Fishes is a group that 
extends a warm welcome to parents, 
grandparents and carers with children 
from birth to 3.            
Contact Revd Nathan Thorpe at  
nathanthorpe1@hotmail.co.uk     
The dates are:  February 7th, 14th and 28th  

Support The Parochial Church Council of The 
Ecclesiastical Parish of St Peter, Formby 
when you shop at smile.amazon.co.uk,  

Amazon Donates 
St Peter’s is now registered on smile.amazon.co.uk.  

Just register and search for  "St Peter Formby" as your chosen charity.   
So spread the word, stop using amazon.co.uk and use 

smile.amazon.co.uk instead.   

http://www.liverpool.anglican.org/parishgivingscheme
http://www.liverpool.anglican.org/parishgivingscheme
mailto:stewardshipstpeter@gmail.com
mailto:nathanthorpe1@hotmail.co.uk
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ALTERATIONS 
Ladies & Gents 

Clothing Alterations 
Quality Specialist  

Service 
 

Open 6 Days 9-5.30pm 
Formal Hire Service Available 

Evening Wear, Weddings 
 

SPECIAL OCCASIONS  
at 

Byrne & Son 
4 Ryeground Lane, 

Formby 
01704 873983 

www.byrneandson.co.uk 

 

 Professional Lawn Care  
Scarifying followed by Hollow Tine 

Aerator. 

Removes thatch and moss and 
allows your lawn to regenerate a 

healthy root system giving a 
greener and fuller lawn. 

Also rough / brush cut mowing and 
Leaf litter vacuuming available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

For a Free Estimate                    
call Rob on 07943 179263  

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1973 

DIAMOND ENGAGEMENT RINGS 
& DIAMOND WEDDING BANDS 

 

319 LORD STREET, SOUTHPORT, PR8 1NH 
TEL:- 01704 538011 

www.RebeccasJewellers.com 

Pinkfoot 
Podiatry and Chiropody services 

Stewart Mckittrick 
 

HCPC Registered 
Est 1989 

 

Home visits by appointment 

01704 551 750 

Emails: stewart.mckittrick@gmail.com 
 

30 years experience within the NHS 
and private sector  

 

 

 

HCPC REGISTERED: CH10572 
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• Specialist in Wills, Probate and Lasting Powers of Attorney 

• Home Will Service 

• Will Reviews 

• Lasting Power of Attorney Work 

• Property Trust Wills 

• Trust Wills 

• Funeral Plans 

• Home Probate Service 

• Executor Service 

• Secure Document Storage 

• Free Home Visits 

 

If you would  like  some guidance, please feel free to come and have a 
chat with me, or alternatively please contact me on 07926 587776 
 

Caroline Speakman 
Member of the Society of Willwriters 
 

Email:   cspeakmanestateplanning@gmail.com  

Phone:   07926 587776 

Find me on Facebook & Twitter 

Caroline Speakman 
Will Writer and Estate Planning Consultant 
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Best wishes to all for a happy new year and welcome 
to the MU in 2020. 

On 29th November several of us attended the diocesan 
sixteen days of activism mid-day Eucharist followed by 
lunch in the Cathedral, an inspiring occasion. 

We held our Christmas Party on 5th December with lunch followed by 
carols, readings and compositions, humorous and more serious.  We are 
grateful to those who took part and particularly thank Mike Hastie for all 
his help. 

The Deanery Christmas Party was held at St Michael's, Blundellsands, on 
the evening of 17th December and was much enjoyed by those who 
attended. 

2020 opened with the branch meeting on 9th January when Revd Peter 
Paine talked about the visit he led to Northern India and Nepal in 
November 2018.  His slides showed breath-taking views of stark brown 
rocky foothills backed by the snow-white mountains of the Annapurna 
range rising into the clouds, and pictures of wild life including rhinos, 
crocodiles, spotted deer, elephants, monkeys and magnificent birds.  
Thank you Peter.  We look forward to your talk on Ethiopia next year. 

The next branch meeting will be the AGM and Bring & Buy to be held on 
Thursday 6th February at 2.00 pm in the Bier House.  We welcome new 
members on the Committee who can bring fresh ideas.  If you feel you 
can serve in this way, please contact Herbert (873367).  

Again, please support the Bring & Buy on which we depend for income. 

Items for our three projects, knitted woollens and magazines for 
seafarers, loose cash for holidays for disadvantaged children in the yellow 
bucket and toiletries for refugees, continue to be collected at branch 
meetings.  The specific item for collection at the meeting on 6th February 
is toothpaste. 

We hope you will enjoy the programme for 2020-2021.  The opening 
meeting is on Thursday 5th March at 2.00 pm in the Bier House when 
Colin Adams will talk on Ancient Egypt. 

On Thursday 2nd April guest speaker Angela Robinson will talk on her 
fourteen years in Bangladesh. 

We always welcome new members.  If you are thinking of joining or would 
like to know more about the Mothers' Union, please telephone Herbert 
(873367). 

Herbert and Jean 
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Here we are in a fairly new year.   

It could be better than the last one, but we have to take whatever it throws at us.   

Christmas 2019 was a disaster for our family.  I had just had a new knee 
replacement and the surgeon said that I was able to travel to Scotland to my son and 
daughter in law, and all was going fine until they came to collect me.  They also went 
to their grandson's Nativity Play in Manchester and both of them came down with real 
'flu.  They stayed in Manchester until they were fit to drive home but did not come for 
me as they do not want me to get it.  LOVELY!  I was to be on my own so had to get 
my neighbours (wonderful people) to do my shopping for me and I managed.  After 
all it was only one day, but as I was incapacitated with the wretched knee I could not 
even get to church.  Myra took me to the Candles by Candlelight Service, which I 
thoroughly enjoyed, but the rest of the holiday I was by myself.   

Now I am one of those people who don't mind being on my own, so was certainly not 
unhappy, for there is always something to do if you look for it.  There were letters to 
answer to the people who just write once a year in their Christmas card, and thank-
you letters to the people who sent presents and that takes up time, but it is nice to 
hear news of old friends and to tell them yours.  After all, a lot happens in a year.   

This year I have a lot to thank the National Health Service for.  The old knee was 
very painful, but I kept putting off the operation, as I hate going into hospital, knowing 
that they are going to inflict more pain on me! However, this time the experience was 
unbelievably enjoyable.  I did not enjoy the pain, but the wonderful nurses kept that 
under control as much as they could.  The nursing that I received was second to 
none and the other patients were just amazing people.  We all got on so well 
together and helped one another and laughed! Yes, we laughed.  The lady in the 
next bed to me was so full of love that I could not believe it.  Her husband, recently 
retired, was there from dawn to dusk, helping all of us, fetching and carrying for us 
when we could not do it for ourselves and laughing and joking all the time.  Her 
children and grandchildren were there every day, all full of love and laughter.  There 
were so many people that I asked her how many children she had.  The reply was 
that a lot of them were foster children whom she had adopted.  They all loved her so 
much that it was wonderful to see them.   

To me, the National Health is wonderful and is not thanked half enough for what they 
do for us.  I know that the staff are over-worked and under-paid, but they do their 
work cheerfully and carefully and caringly.  I for one cannot thank them enough for 
their care and help and for taking my pain away.   

I wrote to the Head Person at the hospital to thank them, and got a reply telling me 
that it is rare for anyone to say thanks to them.   

Now, it is a new year and I hope that every one of us keep well during it.  Take care 
of your health and you will be able to work for your wealth.  My granny used to say to 
me, God gave you your health to take care of, and she was a wise lady.  Be happy 
and healthy and grateful for the wonderful gift that God gave us. 
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Grasmere Village, Lake District National Park 

Holiday cottage to let 
 

Bakers Yard is a stone built barn conversion with two double  bed-
rooms. 

Modern kitchen & bathroom, c/h. fridge freezer etc. TV/DVD. 
Private parking space.  In heart of the village.  

Prime location for walking. 
Convenient for Ambleside, Keswick. 
 

www.grasmerecottage.com 
for more information & availability 

 Tony Hill  01704 877335   
07715 000282 

 
 email info@grasmerecottage.com 

16 Station Road, Ainsdale 
Southport, PR8 3HS 

Tel: 01704 574141 
enquiries@broadbenttravel.com 

www.broadbenttravel.com 
 

Sun & Ski Holidays • Tailor Made • Luxury Holidays • Escorted Tours  
Business Travel • Coach Holidays • Cruising Holidays • Flight Only  

Independent Travel Agent for         years 

http://www.grasmere-cottage.com/
mailto:info@grasmerecottage.com
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SO MUCH HAS HAPPENED  
Uganda Update     -     Ted Woods 
“I never thought so much would happen in the short time since 
we visited Uganda last June.”  So said one of our Uganda-
Together We Can team after our last meeting to review progress. 

Along with practical work - decorating classrooms, installing play equipment, 
craftwork and introducing sports - a lot of planning and talking with people in the 
project was going on, especially on how to make the project ultimately self-

sustainable. 

One source of revenue that they were keen on was chicken 
rearing and egg selling.  We paid for training on chicken 
husbandry for the school and the Women’s Project, so the 
next thing was to get chicken houses built.  And they have 
now just been completed! 

Two chicken houses, 20m x 8m, one for the school and one for 
the Women’s Project, starting off with 400 chickens for each 
house.  It will take 5 months before the chickens start laying 
and income will be earned.  We have ensured that 50% of the 
profits will be earmarked for the maintenance and on-going        
development of the chicken project. 

A second major project is the extension and 
refurbishment of the teachers’ accommodation block – 
a row of 5 single rooms, only one of which was (barely) 
habitable.  In consultation with the principal, Evelyn, we 
agreed to have the block extended to provide two 
rooms for each unit and for new windows and doors to 
be installed.  Electricity has also been installed. 

Having accommodation available means that the school 
will be able to recruit teachers of a higher calibre and 
this will ensure a higher standard of teaching.  Having 
teachers live on site will also improve the security of 
the complex of school, church and women’s project. 

The women requested gutters and a water butt for their building.  Both the school 
and the women have dug vegetable plots – a new venture – and the butt will 
provide a ready source of water.  Their building has also had a concrete skirt built 
around the foundations to prevent subsidence. 

A Chicken House 

 Teachers’ Accommodation 
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The church has been building a hostel for students of a nearby technical college and 
we have been able to help them complete the work and have it ready for students in 
January.  The rents the church will receive will go towards the maintenance of the 
church and also provide grants to widows and orphans. 

We have also set up a fund in the school to help pay for fees and meals for the most 
needy pupils, and this is administered by the principal. 

In all of this we have been so fortunate to have Richard Igbo as our man on the 
ground in Uganda, and he has organised and overseen the builders and got it all 
completed in record time.  We pay his travel expenses and a modest honorarium.    
He is a friend of the founder of the project, the Revd Sheilagh Williamson, and he is 
committed to what we are doing and, even though working himself, makes time to 
manage the practical aspects of the project between our visits. 

All of this would not be possible without the support of you, the people of St Peter’s.  
The cost of all the above has come to £18,500 (79,000,000UGX!) which is remarkably 
cheap compared to UK prices!  As you can imagine, the Uganda Fund is nearly empty.  
But you gave money to be used and we have tried to use your contributions in ways 
that will be most useful for the people in Kalule. 

There is much still to be done – the women are hoping to start catering for occasions 
of celebration as another source of income for themselves and need a marquee; we 
would like to provide a new wheelchair for a disabled young girl and pay for an 
operation for a girl with a foot deformed as a result of an accident.  In addition, the 
whole complex is in need of fencing to make it safe and secure. 

Our aim is not only to provide practical help but to ensure self-sufficiency and to you, 
the parishioners of St Peter’s, we say a big Thank You for all your support. 

A message from the principal says it all, “We had an open day and everyone was 
admiring the place….pupils are now being attracted to the school.” 

 Water Butt & 
Chicken House              

The Completed 
Eden House 
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Thanks to all of you who support the essential work of the Food Bank, the need for 
which is as great as ever. 

If you wish to donate to the food bank then the following are items that are in short 
supply :-  long-life fruit juice, coffee, long-life milk, rice pudding, dried rice, tins of meat, 
tomatoes or potatoes, cereal, tea and cook-in sauces.  At present 
we do not need baked beans. 

Donations of toiletries are also welcome, including soap, shampoo, 
toothpaste, personal hygiene products and nappies.   

Donations can be left in the box in the church porch.     

Thank you. 

Toddlers (14+ months) 9.45am - 10.45 am 
Babies 11.00am - 12.00pm 
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GIRL'S BEST FRIEND ....   

As the song goes.... Diamonds.   

Anecdote - It was during the war.  Dad always insisted  
we have a holiday away from the turmoil of blitz and 
evacuation so we had just arrived in a very basic rented cottage overlooking 
Holywell and the Dee estuary.  Basic, verging on Spartan, in terms of electrics 
and washing; it would have been bottom of the HSAW league table but mother 
put on a brave face as we unpacked and she started to make up the beds with 
the sheets and blankets we had brought with us.  That was when she 
discovered the loss of her large, expensive solitaire from her engagement ring; it 
had come away from the cemented socket.  

I remember the shock and horrified expression as she told my older brother and 
me, we had to search for it.  For 15 minutes we looked under beds, through the 
bed linen, outside where the taxi had dropped us, along the path to the front 
door where I noticed a small lizard sunbathing; I think I must have asked it had it 
seen the sparkle.  We'd searched everywhere; even our little brother had 
crawled about thinking it was a good game.  The probability dad said, unable to 
console mum, was that the stone had dropped between the large gaps in the 
bare floorboards.  

'Everybody kneel down,' said mum fiercely, 'say a prayer to St Anthony.  He'll 
find it for us.' Dad seemed to glance up to heaven, but we duly knelt on the 
wooden floor and came out with variations -  'O Dear Saint Anthony please find 
mum's ring' and resumed the search over the same areas as we'd done three 
times before.  Five minutes later our sore knees were just about on the giving up 
limit when Mum cried jubilantly, ' Found it!'  There was this beautiful glittering 
diamond in the bed sheets which had been searched many times already.  Dad 
gave mum a huge hug.  Mum spoke through her tears of joy, ‘See I told you 
Saint Anthony would find it.’   

Invocations to those who are deemed to be special in the eyes of God has 
always been a Tradition - something along the lines of Jesus's 'ask of the Father 
in my name,' etc.  Years later, after a few uncanny 'findings’; my mother once 
said to me, 'It's to do with belief.  You have to have total faith that what is lost will 
be found; not a single doubt; making the effort and search while holding this 
absolute faith in the patron saint of finding lost things that the lost will turn up; 
that he will find it.'  Of course, the word ‘superstition’ will be slid slyly into your 
ears by the doubters.  Ignore that.  Since that first memory in what turned out to 
be a smashing holiday for us children, there have been so many times in my life 
when Saint Anthony of Padua, follower and friend of the monk from Assisi, has 
confounded all my bewilderment and logic.   

Lucy in the sky.... like diamonds.  Whatever the connotation of that Beatles’ song 
it has a great imagery rather like St Lucy - patron saint of opticians.  A couple of 
weeks ago, on one of those frosty brilliant nights you sometimes get at this time 
of year, we were sitting outside by our log fire leaning back to see the symphony 
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of stars, mostly not visible in our hazy Southport sky.  Above the trees I could 
recognise many of the constellations with lovely names whose shape identified 
them: Ursa Major and Polaris, Cassiopeia, Gemini, Orion's circle with brilliant 
Sirius, Cygni A and great planet Jupiter, an unblinking giant, the moon rising as a 
scimitar.  A jet carved its way south at 20,000 feet from Prestwick - the trans-
Atlantic stop.  One bright un-twinkling ‘star’ trekked steadily across the 
immensity.  'What's that?' asked my wife.  'It's a satellite.' I explained how my 
brother and I long ago stood outside one night and saw the first Sputnik.  I told 
her how to recognise the piece of man-made technology with its constant speed, 
undeviating.  'Wow! There's a meteorite and another.'  They were in what you 
could call meteor alley to the north.  There, in the sky of our universe, lies the 
mathematical artistry summed up in the Word - God.  

Now we're into autumn.  I saw a dewdrop barely hanging onto the end of a twig 
glittering more beautifully than any gemstone.  I've seen the brightness in a little 
child's eyes reflected in its mother's smile; I noted 'Strange stars will appear in 
the case of one of many prophecies recorded in sacred texts and words of 
children such as those at Fatima and the words of the great Evangelist and 
many paintings and ikons of the Virgin Mary embellished with stars.  For 
centuries, religious artefacts such as monstrances, crucifixes, altarpieces, 
coronets and crowns have incorporated the beauty of diamonds, the precious 
stone which seems to have its own inner fire, just as those who are spiritually 
blessed like Saint Anthony perhaps?  

Written by a friend of Rebecca’s (The Jewellers) ex St Peter’s Choir girl and St 
Peter’s school.  All my family are buried in the graveyard, Rimmers, Duttons, 
Waterhouse and Bingham. 

WHAT’S IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY? 
The library now has a selection of DVDs as well as books for adults & 
children.  If you borrow a book or DVD please write your name in the 
register provided.  The Library is situated in the Bier House.   

It is a regular question to be asked 'why do bad things happen to good people'?  

In this small volume, A Risk Worth Taking, John Cox has 
heard much of that questioning.  For over 40 years he was a 
parish priest; Senior Selection Secretary; Director of 
Ordinands, and Canon at Southwark Cathedral.  

He puts a brave and practical series of reflections together to 
allow people to discuss and reflect on their own experience of 
God, life, death and faith - and how they interact.  Drawing on 
scripture, poetry, real stories he provides food for thought on 
our own responses to these deep matters in 94 pages. 

This book is one that is being used by the Lent study series 
leaders as they prepare their sessions (see advertisement). 

It will reward the reflection on an enduring question for those of faith or none. 
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Rob’s  
Gardening 

                                                               

Weekly/fortnightly/one-off 
Hedges trimmed, etc 

 

Rob’s Dog Walking 
Regular walks or       

‘Odd Days’ 
F: Rob’s Dog Walking@Hightown 

M: 07753 442 443 
T: 0151 929 3212 
All Fully Insured 
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Maryland     
Care Home 

7 School Lane,  
Formby L37 3LN 

 

❖ comfortable home with 
family atmosphere 

❖ close to Formby village 
❖ 24-hour care and support 
❖ home cooked meals 
❖ reasonable rates 
 

All enquiries welcome 
Tel: 07796 461371 

HAIR LINE 
Ladies’  

Hair Stylist 
 

Local Professional 
Hair Care  

 
Perms, Sets,  
Cut & Blow 

Friendly Service 
 

49 Piercefield Road,  
Freshfield, 
L37 7DG. 

 

Tel: (01704) 872504 
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Curate’s Bad Joke Corner… 

Why was dumbo sad? He felt 
irrelephant. 
The rotation of earth really makes 
my day. 
Want to hear a joke about a piece of 
paper? Never mind….. it's tearable. 

I needed a password eight characters long so I 
picked Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. 

What did one ocean say to the other ocean? 
Nothing, they just waved.              
          Keep groaning! 
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If a house is on fire, one must above all seek to save the right wall of the house 
on the left, and on the other hand the left wall of the house on the right.  For if, 
for example, one were to try and protect the left wall of the house on the left, one 
must remember that the right wall of the house is on the right of its left wall, and 
thus, since the fire is also to the right of this wall and of the right wall (for we 
have assumed that the house is on the left of the fire) the right wall is closer to 
the fire than the left, and the right wall of the house could burn down if it were not 
protected before the fire would reach the left, protected wall; consequently 
something could burn down that was not protected, and sooner than something 
else, even if this something else was also unprotected; consequently the latter 
must be left alone and the former must be protected.  To fix the point firmly in 
mind, one need only remember: if the house is to the right of the fire, it is the left 
wall that matters; and if the house is on the left, it is the right wall. 

19th Century German Fire Training Manual 

Call centre conversations  
Car recovery service  
Caller:     Does your European breakdown policy cover me 
      when I  am travelling in Australia?  
Operator:   Doesn't the product name give you a clue?  

Electronics company                                                                                 
Caller:     Can you give me the telephone number for Jack please?                      
Operator:   I'm sorry, sir, I don't understand who you are talking about.                   
Caller:     On page 1, section S. of the user guide, it clearly states that I need to  
      unplug the fax machine from the electrical wall socket and telephone  
      Jack before cleaning.  Now can you give me the number for Jack?       
Operator:   I think you mean the telephone point on the wall.  

Technical support call centre                                                           
Operator:   I need you to right-click on the Open desktop.                                  
Customer:   OK                                                                                                        
Operator:   Did you get a pop-up menu?                                                              
Customer:   No                                                                                                      
Operator:   OK.  Right-click again.  Do you see a pop-up menu?                         
Customer:   No                                                                                                      
Operator:   OK, sir.  Can you tell me what you have done up until this point?      
Customer:   Sure.  You told me to write 'click' and I wrote 'click'.  

Travel call centre                                                                                 
Customer:   I've been ringing 0800 2100 for two days and  
      can't get through to enquiries, can you help?                                                                                
Operator:   Where did you get that number from, sir?                                           
Customer:   It was on the door to the travel centre.                                              
Operator:   Sir, they are our opening hours.  
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From the Church Registers  
Baptisms   

Sunday 1st December 

Sébastien John Tierney, 
son of Nick & Jenny 

Sunday 24th 
November      

Ella Maggie 
McCabe Pierce,  

daughter of 
Steve & Tracey,  
was baptised by 

her father 

Sunday 12th January  

Jacob Daniels-Farnan,   
son of Carla and Neil 
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From the Church Registers  

Funerals 
 

29th November  Anthea Royden 

Interment of  Ashes 
 

  7th December  Andrew Train 

12th December  Dorothy & Terry James  

Sundays  

  8.00am   Holy Communion (1662)  

10.00am   Parish Eucharist (Coffee afterwards)  

  6.30pm   Choral Evensong  

        Service of Wholeness at 6.30pm  -  

      Sunday 23rd February 

Weekdays  

  9.00am  Morning Prayer 

          Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday  

11.00am   Wednesday Eucharist  

  6.30pm   Eucharist 1st Friday of each month   

 

  9.00am     Breakfast Church – Saturday 1st February 

  12noon  Children’s Hotdog Service  

      Sunday 16th February 
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EMAIL DIRECTORY  We have a parish email directory which is used 

once or twice a month to send out dates for the month and also when a 
special event is coming up.  If you would like to be added to the email list 

please send an email to office@stpetersformby.co.uk.                             
This is a way to help us keep in touch.  

Email addresses will be used only by St Peter’s. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTnvHmlfzZAhUpDsAKHVzmCcAQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uitonverwachtehoek.nl%2Fbekering-marcus-1-1-15%2F&psig=AOvVaw26O645AIHmAyoiusMKxPsp&ust=1521678877925
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   
FEBRUARY 2020   
 
Sat 1st        9.00am   Breakfast Church 
     10.30am   Saturday Crew – all welcome 
 

Sun 2nd        Candlemas                                                   

                  10.00am       Parish Eucharist & Sunday Club   
               6.30pm   Choral Evensong 
Mon 3rd    10.00am   Meditation in the Bier House 
       2.00pm        Singing for Fun in the Parish Hall       
Tues 4th   10.00am   Bible Study Group with Ken Ward in Bier House   
Wed 5th    2.00pm   WOW Service  

    No Fishy Club        
Thurs 6th      2.00pm   Mothers’ Union AGM and Bring and Buy  
Fri 7th       9.15am   Little Fishes in the Parish Hall 
       2.00pm   Bible Study with Peter Paine in the Bier House 
       6.30pm   First Friday Eucharist 
       
Sun 9th                           The 4th Sunday before Lent                                               

                            10.00am        All – Age Parade Service  

         6.30pm   Choral Evensong 
Mon 10th   10.00am   Meditation in the Bier House 
Tues 11th  10.00am   Bible Study Group with Ken Ward in Bier House 
Wed 12th           No Fishy Club  
       7.30pm   Bible Study Group with Alison Woodhouse in Bier House  
       7.30pm   Primetime in the OSR      
Fri 14th       9.15am   Little Fishes in the Parish Hall 
       2.00pm   Bible Study with Peter Paine in the Bier House 

           

Sun 16th        The 3rd Sunday before Lent 
     10.00am   Parish Eucharist 
      12 noon   Children’s Hotdog Service 
       6.30pm   Choral Evensong  
Mon 17th  10.00am   Meditation in the Bier House        
Tues 18th  10.00am   Bible Study Group with Ken Ward in Bier House 
Wed 19th          No Fishy Club      
Fri 21st          No Little Fishes  
       2.00pm      Bible Study with Peter Paine 
      

Sun 23rd             The 2nd Sunday before Lent  
       10.00am    Parish Eucharist & Sunday Club  
       6.30pm   Service of Wholeness     
Mon 24th   10.00am   Meditation in the Bier House     
Tues 25th    10.00am   Bible Study Group with Ken Ward in Bier House    
Wed 26th          No Fishy Club        
Fri 28th     9.15am   Little Fishes in the Parish Hall 
          2.00pm   Bible Study with Peter Paine in the Bier House 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiU9s2Sp__NAhXHDMAKHSVmCBQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.primetimerestaurantandbar.com/Menu/Dinner/tabid/1728/Default.aspx&bvm=bv.127178174,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFQghfvnYezlzXCckPio0J8bC2rbg&ust=
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 Saturday 30th November  
The Village Nativity at  Formby Pool - actors from St Peter’s  

 

St Peter’s Church, 

Formby 

Service of Wholeness 

prayer & anointing 

at 6.30pm 

Sunday 23rd February  

Sunday 22nd March 

Sunday 19th April  

Sunday 31st May 

Sunday 21st June 

Sunday 19th July 

Everyone very welcome 
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