
Morning Service 26th April 2020 

You may wish to light a candle 

Introduction – Rev Nathan Thorpe 

Welcome to our online service this week – you 
are very welcome wherever you join us from! 
We continue to celebrate Easter, and please let 
the office know if there is any way we can help 
you practically. The same goes for any prayer 
requests you have – let the parish office know. 
Let’s take a moment to open our hearts and 
minds to God today. 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

HYMN: This joyful Eastertide 

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?
v=WM25WdJAESk&feature=youtu.be  

The Collect 

Almighty God, who gladdened the disciples 
with the sight of the risen Lord: give us such 
knowledge of his presence with us, that we may 
be strengthened and sustained by his risen life 
and serve you continually in righteousness and 
truth; this we ask in your name. Amen. 

Bible Reading - Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 – read by 
Shirley Potter 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his 
voice and addressed the crowd: “Let all Israel 
be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 
When the people heard this, they were cut to 
the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter 
replied, “Repent and be baptised, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for 
you and your children and for all who are far off
—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” With 
many other words he warned them; and he 
pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his 

message were baptized, and about three 
thousand were added to their number that day. 

Gospel - Luke 24: 13-35 – read by Paul 
McHenry 

Now that same day two of them were going to 
a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem. They were talking with each 
other about everything that had happened. As 
they talked and discussed these things with 
each other, Jesus himself came up and walked 
along with them; but they were kept from 
recognizing him. He asked them, “What are you 
discussing together as you walk along?” They 
stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, 
named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only 
one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the 
things that have happened there in these 
days?” “What things?” he asked. “About Jesus 
of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, 
powerful in word and deed before God and all 
the people. The chief priests and our rulers 
handed him over to be sentenced to death, 
and they crucified him; but we had hoped that 
he was the one who was going to redeem 
Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since 
all this took place. In addition, some of our 
women amazed us. They went to the tomb 
early this morning but didn’t find his body. They 
came and told us that they had seen a vision of 
angels, who said he was alive. Then some of 
our companions went to the tomb and found it 
just as the women had said, but they did not 
see Jesus.” He said to them, “How foolish you 
are, and how slow to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah 
have to suffer these things and then enter his 
glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said 
in all the Scriptures concerning himself. As they 
approached the village to which they were 
going, Jesus continued on as if he were going 
farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with 
us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. When 
he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to 
them. Then their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him, and he disappeared from their 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WM25WdJAESk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WM25WdJAESk&feature=youtu.be


sight. They asked each other, “Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he talked with us 
on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. 
There they found the Eleven and those with 
them, assembled together and saying, “It is 
true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to 
Simon.” Then the two told what had happened 
on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by 
them when he broke the bread. 

Sermon – Rev Anne Taylor – (see text below) 

Prayers 

Lord, we pray that the peace you offer may be 
accepted and upheld by rulers and leaders; that 
all in authority may rule with gentle firmness. 
We pray for those, like the disciples on the 
Emmaus Road, not at peace with the world or 
themselves. We pray for strength and 
assistance for all at the moment who are in bad 
housing, away from family and friends, and 
those who feel that days are dark and the going 
rough. Grant them a glimpse of the glory you 
came to show us. Amen. 

Holy God, transform our hearts so we may be 
people through whom your peace is carried 
into your world. Send your Spirit especially into 
the hearts of those captured with violence, as 
perpetrators or victims, and let our eyes and 
hands be swift to notice, talk, help and heal. 
Amen. 

Lord, we ask you to be near those who are 
finding life difficult this week. We pray for those 
we know and those known only to you, who 
have hard decisions to make this week; or face 
difficult decisions at work. We pray for all those 
brought low by sickness, and all those who care 
for them. We remember especially Amanda, 
Barbara, Eileen, Graeme, Mike, Steve & Jane, 
Tom, Tony and those . We ask for your love to 
transform us and bring us life. Amen. 

Lord, we take hope and courage from the 
witness of St Peter before the crowd. We pray 
that all may experience your love and glory in 
their lives as we live out the good news of the 
resurrection. Give us presence of mind in this 

pandemic to heal, cure, and raise up those we 
live amongst. Amen. 

The Peace 

Jesus said ‘Peace I give to you, my peace I give 
to you. Not as the world gives, give I unto you. 
Therefore, do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid’. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you 

HYMN:  Be still, for the presence of the Lord 

h"ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5S_-
zhHfDA	

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our 
salvation; to you be praise and glory forever. 

From the beginning you created all things and 
all your works echo the silent music of your 
praise. 

In the fullness of time you made us in your 
image, the crown of all creation. 

You gave us breath and speech, that with 
angels and archangels and all the powers of 
heaven we may find a voice to sing your praise, 
saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

On the night before Jesus died, he came to 
supper with his friends and, taking bread, he 
gave you thanks. 

He broke it and gave it to them, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this to remember me. 

At the end of supper, taking a cup of wine, he 
gave you thanks, and said: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5S_-zhHfDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5S_-zhHfDA


Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of a new 
promise, which is shed for you all for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this, as often as you drink 
it, to remember me. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us as we offer 
before you these gifts of your creation; may 
they be for us the body and bloody of your 
dear Son. 

Bring us at the last with St Peter and all the 
saints, to that vision of eternal splendour for 
which you have created us; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, by whom, with whom and in 
whom, with all who stand before in earth and 
heaven, we worship you with a song of 
everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power be 
your forever and ever. Amen. 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has 
taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of 
Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

Because we all share in the one bread. 

Prayer after communion 

Living God, your Son made himself known to 
his disciples in the breaking of bread: open the 
eyes of our faith, that we may see him in all his 
redeeming work; who is alive and reigns, now 
and forever. Amen. 

Hymn:  Thine be the glory  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=UPH7-dNrwb8 

The Blessing 

May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of 
God and the perseverance of Christ: and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, stir within you and be with 
all you love and pray for; today and always. 
Amen. 

SERMON - Anne 

THE ROAD TO EMMAUS  2020 

How about a love story to cheer us up in these 
difficult times? 

The story of 2 famous poets, Robert Browning 
and Elizabeth Barrett.  Robert Browning wrote 
those immortal lines, “Oh to be in England now 
that April’s here!” - though he wasn’t thinking of 
April 2020! 

Browning was born in 1812 on a sugar 
plantation in the Caribbean and was an ardent 
atheist.  Elizabeth’s father was also a sugar 
plantation owner though she was born in 
England. 

Elizabeth began writing poetry when she was 
12 years old and later when Robert Browning 
came across her poems he began writing to 
her.  Over the space of 18 months they 
exchanged nearly 600 letters!  Romance was 
blossoming between them.  Though there was 
one big snag Elizabeth’s father was both 
oppressive and obsessive and bitterly opposed 
to any thought of his daughter marrying Robert 
Browning.  

Their solution – they eloped, married secretly in 
London and fled to Italy! 

Not only was Browning’s life transformed by 
their marriage, but so too were his beliefs.  
Elizabeth was a devout Christian and meeting 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPH7-dNrwb8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPH7-dNrwb8


her transformed his atheism into belief, so 
much so that he could write, “I believe in God, 
in truth and in love, as one just escaped from 
death.” 

Meeting Elizabeth changed him. 

We could say the same about the two disciples 
who met Jesus on the road to Emmaus.  
Meeting Jesus changed them.  As they said, 
“Were not our hearts burning within us as he 
was talking on the road?” 

Their gloom was changed to joy. 
Their despair was changed to hope. 
Jesus changed the direction of their lives. 

Emmaus is situated to the west of Jerusalem.  
Maybe it was the glare of the setting sun in 
their eyes that prevented them from 
recognising Jesus. 

As they set out to go back to Jerusalem to join 
the disciples they were heading east.  It has 
been said that as Christians we are people 
walking not towards the sunset but always 
towards the sunrise – the direction of new life, 
new love, new purpose, and that is why 
churches are built facing eastwards.  

The two followers on that road to Emmaus were 
probably going home - perhaps they had to go 
back to work or had commitments to attend to, 
families to look after. 

They had just endured a tumultuous 3 days in 
Jerusalem – the arrest, the trial, the crucifixion 
of Jesus – the dashing of all their hopes.  And 
then what they describe as the astounding 
news of that first Easter morning – that Jesus 
had been raised – verified by the fact that 
“some of those who were with us went to the 
tomb and found it just as the women had said.” 

Their spirits went from the depths to the 
heights. 

And that evening, even though they were going 
back to their ordinary, everyday lives, yet those 
lives would never be the same again.  They 
would always be living in the light and from the 
perspective of the resurrection. 
And as we move into the post-Easter period, 
that’s what we have to do too. 

We have to bring the hope of the resurrection 
into our everyday lives, back into our homes, to 
our families and friends, in everything that we 
do, even in these restricted times of lockdown 
and social distancing. 

Jesus became known to Cleopas and his friend 
when he broke bread with them – a familiar 
gesture – and then the penny dropped.  They 
recognised Jesus in the familiar. And it should 
be the same for us. 

If we don’t expect to find God in the familiar 
events of our everyday lives, we will never 
recognise him. 

If we only expect God to appear in dramatic 
events and miracles we will never recognise him 
in ordinary events and ordinary people. 

When Robert Browning met Elizabeth Barrett 
everything changed – his life, his beliefs, his 
outlook on life, everything was infused with a 
new light. 

So too for Cleopas and his companion on the 
road to Emmaus. 

And so for us too.  As we meet Jesus in the 
breaking of bread may our hearts burn within us 
as we worship - together yet in our separate 
homes - let his loving presence transform our 
everyday lives, and imbue them with a new 
purpose and hope, even in these challenging 
times. 

Seeing and Living life in the light of the 
resurrection. 

Let me end with these lines written by Elizabeth 
Barrett, which capture the idea of seeing things 
differently and from a new perspective, 

“Earth is crammed with heaven,  
And every common bush afire with God,  
But only they who see take off their shoes;  
The rest sit round and pluck blackberries.” 

Living in the light and faith of the Resurrection - 
may we never just see blackberries but God in 
every common bush and in every simple action 
at this time.


