
Morning Service        17th May 2020 

You may wish to light a candle. 

Introduction – Rev Anne Taylor 

Welcome to our online service – I know there are people joining us for worship from 
both near and far and wherever you are we hope that our time together will help you 
feel the joy and peace that comes from worshipping together. If you have any prayer 
requests or you would like a phone call please do contact our Parish Office all the 
details are on the website. Let us worship together.     
 

Opening Sentences 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

Hymn  Tell out my soul  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6ji4y9Q-K0&t=5s 

 

The Collect 
Risen Christ, by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: help your 
Church to obey your command and draw the nations to the fire of your love, to the 
glory of God the Father. Amen 
 

Bible Readings 

Epistle – Acts 17: 22-31      read by Shena Edwards 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 

the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an 

unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The 

God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, 

does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, 

as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath 

and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, 

and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where 

they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and 

find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and 

move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6ji4y9Q-K0&t=5s


“For we too are his offspring.” 

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 

silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God 

has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 

judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 

assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’ 

 

Gospel – John 14: 15-21      read by Steve Edwards 

The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 
‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day 
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have 
my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me 
will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’ 
 

Sermon – Rev Anne Taylor – see below 

 

Prayers         by Paul McHenry 

The spirit of truth, given to us, enables us to discern the living, risen Christ. 
 
As we gather in the company of the living God, let us pray. 
 

Lord of life, we pray that the Church may be alive with your risen life, refreshed and 
revived by the breath of your Spirit, purified and refined like gold and silver, so that 
we truly offer the possibility of saving love to the searching world. Amen 
 

Lord of life, we pray that in all meetings and conferences, where important decisions 
are taken, hearts may be turned to honour what is just and true, compassionate and 
constructive. We pray that in all areas where there is corruption, deceit or distrust, 
consciences may be sensitised afresh to know what is right and strive towards it. 
Amen 
 

Lord of life, we pray for the streets and places of work we represent. May they be 
places where the truth of your being is proclaimed daily by the way we live and 
handle the everyday situations, through your leading. May our words and actions 
speak of your faithful love, your graciousness and you purity. We pray for the 
residents of York Close, Kenton Close, Paradise Lane and Wrigleys Lane. Amen 
 



Lord of life, we pray for all who feel out of their depth, all who are drowning in their 
pain, sorrow or guilt. Set them free, O God, and save them, support them to a place 
of safety and fix their feet on the solid rock of your love. We pray for our sick: 
Amanda, Barbara, Graeme, Mike and Sheila. Amen 
 

Lord of life, we pray for those who have died and now see you as you really are. We 
ask for mercy and forgiveness, and commend them to your keeping for ever. We 
remember especially, Elsie Evans, Margaret Forrest, Paul Birkbeck, David Perkin, 
Doreen Rimmer, Joan Trappe and all those whose anniversary of death falls at this 
time. Amen 
 

Lord of life, we pray for Nathan as he begins his new ministry at St Giles. Be with 
him, guide him and keep him close to your heart. Amen 
 

Lord of life, your love for us is so great and our love for you so small. Thank you 
accepting what we are able to offer, and ignite us to a blaze of love. Amen 
 
The Peace    
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you  
And also with you 
 
 
Hymn – Love divine  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sw5ZCZeS32M&t=23s 

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine    

It is right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times and in all places to give you thanks 
and praise, holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
But chiefly are we bound to praise you because you raised him gloriously from the 
dead. For he is the true paschal lamb who was offered for us, and has taken away 
the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life 
again he has restored to us everlasting life. 
    
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven,  
we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying:  
       
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   
Hosanna in the highest.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sw5ZCZeS32M&t=23s


Father, on the night before he died, 
Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 

 
He took the bread, and thanked you. 
He broke it, and gave it to them, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me. 

 
After the meal, Jesus took the cup of wine. 
He thanked you, and gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you. 
This is my blood, the new promise of God's unfailing love. 
Do this to remember me. 
 
Father, as we bring this bread and wine, 
and remember his death and resurrection, 
send your Holy Spirit, that we who share these gifts 
may be fed by Christ's body and his blood. 
 
Pour your Spirit on us that we may love one another, 
work for the healing of the earth, and share the good news of Jesus, 
as we wait for his coming in glory. 
 
For honour and praise belong to you, Father, 
with Jesus your Son, and the Holy Spirit: one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
    

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us       

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  
         

Breaking of the Bread    
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in the one bread.  
 



 
Prayer after Communion 
God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: may we 
thirst for you, the spring of life and source of goodness, through him who is alive and 
reigns, now and for ever. Amen 
 

The Blessing 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit and the blessing of God almighty, the father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be with you, and all who you care for this day and always. Amen. 
 

Hymn  Thy hand has kept and guided 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IaI3cRtXqRw 

 
SERMON – Rev Anne Taylor 

SUNDAY BEFORE ASCENSION 
 

In the good old days(!) when people could go on foreign holidays, a family were setting off in their 
car for the ferry.  Lists had been written and checked, compromises had been made about how 
much stuff their two children could bring and yet have room to sit in the car with the dog. 
 

Everything checked, they set off in high spirits and expectation.  Happy Days! 
 

20 miles along the motorway, the younger child let out a wail.  She had forgotten to bring the old 
raggedy piece of blanket that she brought with her everywhere – her comfort blanket or “noo-noo” 
as she called it. 
 

The parents knew that their holiday was going to be ruined if she hadn’t got it.  So, they turned off 
at the next exit and sped home to get it.  Luckily they had left in plenty of time to get to the ferry. 
 

It seems that 70% of children have had a comfort blanket, or a cuddly toy, that provides them with 
a sense of security and reassurance. 
 

It’s part of the process of a child separating from their mother or father.  The young child realises 
that the parent can’t be with them all the time.  There are times when they will be left without them 
and they latch on to a familiar blanket or cuddly toy that stands in for the parent in their absence. 
 

As the child’s confidence grows in the permanence of their parent’s care and love – even if 
physically absent for a time – the child learns to trust that love, and the need for a comfort blanket 
lessens.  But it can take time – and there are still some adults who won’t be separated from an old 
cuddly toy, however battered and torn it may be – though that is for sentimental reasons! 
 

Growing up, becoming independent, can for many be a trying, even terrifying experience, requiring 
a lot of courage and resilience. 
 

And that’s what the Ascension of Jesus, which we celebrate next Thursday, meant for the 
disciples. 
 

In a sense they had to learn to grow up. 
 

For 3 years Jesus had been with them, his presence a constant in their lives, supporting them, 
instructing them, helping them to face difficult situations.  But with the Ascension came a definite 
break, and they were going to be on their own, at least physically speaking. Jesus would no longer 
be with them in person, they were going to have to learn to stand on their own two feet. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IaI3cRtXqRw


And this process of separation began with the Resurrection.  When Mary recognised Jesus in the 
garden outside the tomb that first Easter morning we read that she stretched out her arms to hold 
him, but he replied “Do not hold on to me because I have not yet ascended to the Father.”  After 
the Resurrection Jesus wasn’t with the disciples all the time.  He was slowly weaning them off his 
physical presence, a weaning off which culminates with the Ascension. 
 
But as we read in this morning’s Gospel, Jesus promised them that he would not leave them 
orphaned.  He would come to them. 
 

Two things in particular would assure them of his presence with them, spiritually rather than 
physically – The Holy Spirit and Holy Communion. 
 

In St. Luke’s account, Jesus tells them to go back to Jerusalem and wait for the Holy Spirit to 
come upon them. 
 

The Holy Spirit would be Jesus’ presence not only with them but within them, and indeed, so real 
was their experience of the Holy Spirit that sometimes, they called the Holy Spirit the spirit of 
Jesus. 
 

The presence of Jesus with us and within - through the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit not just the 
voice of conscience, but an inner source of strength and peace, an inner spirit of enlightenment 
and guidance, an inner spring of love and service – of God and others.  
 

The Holy Spirit helped them to grow up and be the church, the body of the risen Christ here on 
earth. 
 

And the second source of strength and of Jesus’ presence with and within them after the 
Ascension would be Holy Communion, the Eucharist. 
 

At the Last Supper Jesus told them “Do this in remembrance of me”.  And down the ages the 
Eucharist has spoken to so many people not only of Jesus’ presence and love but has conveyed it 
in the bread and wine, in the spiritual body and blood of Christ.  And as we eat and drink these 
holy gifts we live in him and he lives in us. 
 

And that is what so many miss.  Yes, our morning televised services and our zoom evening 
services have given us a sense of community, they have kept us together, and now that we can 
film inside the church we are brought even closer to the source of spiritual comfort and strength. 
 

But how we look forward to the day when we can actually receive communion and be reminded of 
Jesus’ presence, not only in the Holy Spirit but also in the Holy Communion, that tangible token of 
his love and strength and acceptance to nurture and sustain us. When Ted and I receive in these 
days we do so not for ourselves but on behalf of our whole worshipping community.  
 

The Ascension was a transitional moment for the disciples.  The comfort blanket of his physical 
presence was taken away.  No longer was Jesus around but he was with them and within them 
through the Holy Spirit and as they met for the breaking of bread.  And in that assurance they grew 
and matured to face the challenges of all that lay ahead. 
 

May we likewise be comforted and strengthened by the indwelling Holy Spirit, and we pray before 
long once again by partaking in the Eucharist within the walls of our spiritual homes. 

 


