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St Peter’s Church Services  

Please check the website for up-to-date information.                                            
We will be open for services as soon as it is safe to do so.  

 

The Sunday Service is live-streamed on Sunday at 10.30am and it is also available to 
watch after the service has finished - the details are on the website. 
www.stpetersformby.co.uk  

We hope the service will bring encouragement as we worship in our homes.  The day 
will come again soon when we can all worship together in church but until then the 
priority is that you stay safe. 

On Sunday evening at 6.30pm there is Evensong by Zoom and if you haven’t 
joined the Zoom service before you will be very welcome.  The Zoom service has time 
for chat beforehand but equally you are welcome to join us at 6.30pm for the service. 
The Zoom link (which is the same each week) is available on the website 
www.stpetersformby.co.uk 

The Children’s Service is also by Zoom.  This service will be on Sunday 28
th
 

February at 12noon.  For the link please email the Vicar at revannetaylor@gmail.com. 

Sunday Club by Zoom – Judith, Caroline and Lisa are starting Sunday 
Club by Zoom on Sunday 31

st
 January and in February the dates are 14

th
 

& 21
st
.  The children’s puzzle sheet is available on the website. 

The church is open each Wednesday 10.30am to 11.30am for 
individual prayer.  You are welcome to pray and reflect in church. 

The Foodbank – the church porch remains open daily – 10am to 4pm – as a 
Foodbank collection point. 

Reaching Out – this lockdown people are much more anxious than before as cases 
rise so I really encourage you to phone your friends and neighbours and keep in touch. 
If you hear of anyone who is struggling, wants a chat, needs some shopping or a 
prescription collected, please let us know.  We need to look after each other at this 
very difficult time. 

Let us not give up hope and look forward to the time that we can celebrate and worship 
together. 

Anne  

Revd Anne Taylor, Vicar 01704 872824  revannetaylor@gmail.com 

The Parish Office – will remain open but please phone, email                             
or use the post box.  We ask that you do not call in person.                                                        

Tel: 01704 871171  email : office@stpetersformby.co.uk 

FRONT COVER :   St Valentine is pictured in a stained-glass window at the 
Basilica of St Valentine in Terni, Italy. 

http://www.stpetersformby.co.uk
http://www.stpetersformby.co.uk
mailto:revannetaylor@gmail.com
mailto:revannetaylor@gmail.com
mailto:office@stpetersformby.co.uk
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Please note the deadline for the March 2021 edition of 
the magazine is Friday 5th February 2021.  

Contributions to magazine@stpetersformby.co.uk. 

The Editorial Team 

EDITORIAL 
Hello Everyone, 

It’s good to be back with the magazine after a long, dark time.  We do thank 
everyone who has had anything to do with our Zoom services for enabling people 
to share in the life of our church.  And a huge thank you for the wonderful church 
decorations and the Christmas trees that lit our path into church, they all lifted our 
spirits immeasurably.  

In her letter Anne thanks our ‘amazing teams’ for all their work at Christmas time.  
We would also add, thank you Anne, Ted and Simon for your incredible leadership, 
support and love over the past Covid affected months.  We have been much 
blessed by your care.  Another of Anne’s references is to ‘be kind to yourself’ which 
has great resonance when life seems hard and problems endless. 

Many congratulations to Nathan and Poppy who are expecting their first baby this 
summer.  We send them our love.  Luckily, they will be spared the joy of home 
schooling!  Our congratulations also to Sarah Hope on her MBE, do read about her 
amazing work further in the magazine. 

It is going to be a busy February.  On February 22
nd

, via Zoom, the Lent course 
begins, ‘Preparing for Holy Week through Art’ (can it be Lent already?).              
Ash Wednesday falls on February 17

th
 with a ‘Zoomed’ service in the evening.  

Church is open in the morning for private prayer.  Sunday Club is back, see page 
16, and so we go forward into spring at last.  

More good news: thanks to Vicky Hall and her helpers we sent 220 shoe boxes to 
children in Ukraine through our Shoebox Appeal; and for something light-hearted 
why not join in Armchair Travels? See page 40. 

We hope you enjoy this issue of magazine, it’s good to be back.  Alison, the 
miracle worker who puts the magazine into shape, asks that if anyone sends us 
articles for inclusion, and they are very welcome indeed, they are sent via email to 
‘magazine@stpetersformby.co.uk’, this makes her task much easier. 

Take care, 

The magazine is an important means of outreach and keeps everyone 
informed and in touch with the life of St Peter's Church.                    
The magazine is free, though it would be appreciated if you would like 
to give a donation towards production costs.   

Donations can be made via the safe QR code link (shown) or by 
clicking on ‘donate here’ on the magazine page of our website -                                                                                    
stpetersformby.co.uk/parish-magazines 

If you would like a magazine delivered to your home, please contact the Parish Office.  

https://stpetersformby.co.uk/parish-magazines/
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Dear Friends, 
Church life has been a little like The Hokey Cokey 
these past months!  One moment we’re in, and the next 
moment we’re out!  And there have been many 
turnabouts! 

In between, numbers have been restricted, so when lockdown was lifted at 
the beginning of December we put on two Sunday morning services – at 
9.00am and 10.30am.  Just as these were getting established, with the choir 
allowed to sing on the balcony at the later service, COVID infections 
increased dramatically in Sefton.  In the interests of safety we decided, 
reluctantly, the best thing to do was to stop public worship. 

However, all was not lost.  In December the PCC had agreed to install 
equipment for live-streaming services, so we were able to broadcast our 
Christmas services and the Sunday services since.  This was helped partly 
by a £1,000 grant given by the Deanery Mission and Pastoral Committee 
which was given to each church to help with extra expenses at this time.  

We are very grateful to Jack Greenyer, whose 
company, Infinity and Technical Production 
Services Ltd, installed the equipment so 
unobtrusively.  And not only that, but, as a 
freebie, illuminated St Peter’s for two nights in 
Christmas week.   

There have been so many favourable comments as the church was bathed in 
light, becoming a real landmark on the corner of Green Lane. 

We also added a few more Christmas trees to brighten up the church 
grounds - and our lives - and this too was greatly appreciated.  We wanted to 
make it really obvious that St Peter’s is alive and well and still there for 
everyone.  

Thank you to the amazing team, with the Churchwardens, who worked so 
hard to make Christmas as good as it was from trees, to Christingle Services, 
to delivering Christmas cards, to online worship – thank you. 

 As I write this letter, not only are the days getting brighter, but 
so too is our hope that with the vaccine being rolled out in 
such great numbers and with infections and hospitalisations 
decreasing, we will be able to open again.  Watch the website 
for announcements or give the Clergy or Parish Office a ring. 

In the meantime, we must abide by the rules:                    
Stay Safe, Protect the NHS, Save Lives. 



5 

 

 

An aspect of lockdown life, especially in this latest lockdown, is tiredness.   

Maybe this has been exacerbated by the winter and dark nights.  ‘Here we go 
again!’ has dulled enthusiasm and the appetite to get on with life.    

Yet we must think of each other’s well-being.  A recent report to the church 
says, “Well-being, insofar as we can influence it, is as simple and as complex 
as being kind to oneself and to one another…kindness is not just rest and 
reward; it also involves challenge and discipline…we each share in 
responsibility for the well-being of those around us.” 

Although primarily written about clergy well-being, it has a message for 
everyone.  Be kind to yourself and to one another.  Kindness is one of the 
great words of the Bible and has been defined as the sympathy “which puts 
others at their ease and shrinks from giving pain.”  Not for nothing, it is one of 
the fruits of the Spirit in Galatians chapter 5.   

We can’t hug one another physically, but we can surround others with words 
that are kind, understanding and affirming.  Give each other a ‘Word Hug!’ 

Lent starts with Ash Wednesday,              
17th February, when there will be a united 
evening service on Zoom for St Stephen’s, 
St Michael’s, St Luke’s, Holy Trinity and 
ourselves.   

It’s hard to plan ahead at the moment, but one thing we have planned is a 
Lent Course, also by Zoom!  We’re going to try and make it as visual as 
possible so we are going to look at 4 famous paintings as they relate to the 
events Holy Week, and in this way use Lent to prepare ourselves for that 
momentous week.  See page 6 for details.  Hopefully, by next month we can 
be clearer about when we will open for services in church - if we haven’t 
already done so - and at the very least be together during Holy Week.  

Thank you for all that you do to help 
others and join me during Lent with an 
act of kindness every day.  

This year more than any other 40 days 
40 acts of kindness are needed by us all. 

Anne  
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LENT COURSE 2021 

Preparing for Holy Week through Art 

In the Christian tradition there has been a long association between art and 
worship.  In earliest times paintings decorated the catacombs and the walls of 
house churches.  Later, churches were covered in beautiful mosaics and paintings, 
not as decoration, but as part of worship and teaching. 

Art encourages people to reflect on characters using more senses than hearing.  
The use of colour, symbol and gesture often conveys a deeper meaning and 
significance to the stories and incidents they portray. 

So this Lent, as we prepare for Holy Week and Easter, we will do so by looking at 
how some of the events leading up Christ’s crucifixion have been portrayed in art 
down through the ages. 

There will be 4 sessions on Mondays 22nd February, 1st March, 8th March and 15th 
March at 7.30pm.  These will be held on Zoom when we will look at a different 
painting each evening and these will be displayed on the screen.  The Zoom link 
will be available on the website or by sending an email to Anne at 
revannetaylor@gmail.com  

Something a little different for Lent in a very different world! 

 

Christ Washing his Disciples’ Feet by Tintoretto c. 1575-1580 

mailto:revannetaylor@gmail.com
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A SIMPLE FORM OF DAILY PRAYER  
You may wish to light a candle and have some reflective music playing in the background. 

 

Opening 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.    (Psalm 103:1) 
 

In the morning  

 The night has passed, and the day lies open before us.  

Pause for reflection as you offer the day to God. 

As I rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your presence,  

O God, fill my life and shine upon my way. Amen. 
 

In the evening   

God in the night, God at my right. 

God in my heart, never depart. 

God with your might, keep me this night.  

Amen.  (Celtic Prayer) 
 

Bible Reading 
 

Prayers to include 
 

The world, our country and our leaders; Church and parish; family, friends and 

neighbours; front-line workers and those engaged in research; those who are sick 

or in need; ourselves. 
 

In the morning   

Into your hands, O Lord, I commend myself and all who are dear to me this day.  

Be with us in our going out and in our coming in.  Strengthen us for all we have to 

do and keep us always in your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

In the evening   

Heavenly Father, I come to you at the ending of the day with a thankful heart, and 

commit myself and those I love to your care. Keep us, good Lord, under the shad-

ow of your mercy in this time of uncertainty and distress. Sustain and support the 

anxious and fearful, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may rejoice in 

your comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Conclusion 

May God’s love surround us, 

God’s love fill our lives, 

God’s peace be in our hearts,  

And God’s blessing be with us always.  Amen.      
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Looking Back 

About twenty to thirty years ago the teaching of history as a serious subject came 
into doubt.  The late 1960’s and 70’s were a time of questioning and to some 
extent a period of cynicism.  Nevertheless the academics were expected to provide 
answers to why students needed to study the past.  The answers, as best 
remembered, were not particularly good; it was as if teachers were somewhat at a 
loss to try and justify their work.  Some argued from the old adage, “if you do not 
study history you are bound to repeat it.”  However even since the great age for 
looking at history, the mid-nineteenth century, we  failed to learn and therefore 
repeated horrifying behaviour and actions. 

Later the study of history was seen as far too often justifying a period.  The 1960’s 
had many books still accepting the British empire as 'a good thing.'  Films such as 
'The Four Feathers' and the endless cowboy films which depicted the native Indians 
as undermining the necessary march of enlightened American progress are 
illustrations of this.  At the same time there were new books  which attempted to 
be more balanced.  An example is the study of British involvement in India.  Did the 
creation of the British period of empire destroy the identity and the development 
of a country or provide it with a way forward?  Or was it just a stage of history now 
over? 

The struggle to understand 
history, learn from it and 
interpret it appears to have 
taken a new turn.  Minorities 
are trawling history to see 
how the history of their 
condition has been handled 
or ignored over time.  The 
issue of women having the 
same chances and respect as 
men is seen against the 
demand women made for 
the vote in the period 
leading up to the Great War.   

The issue of women’s suffrage  showed that society would be incomplete unless 
women were accepted as free individuals.  The same approach is being taken 
regarding equality between ethnic groups.  The appalling history of racism is used 
to show how society must allow all people to enjoy equality.  Thus the study of 
history is linked to modern needs.   
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There is however the problem of dealing with periods of the past when states or 
sections of a society have used part of the population as mere property, or decided 
to use others as experiments in social engineering or even eradicated a section of 
the population.  Evil has stained such times and the states and sections of society 
which carried them out are hopefully now coming to terms with it.  The Archbishop 
of Canterbury was reported being visibly appalled on learning that a Christian society 
supported by establishment bishops had openly supported cruel practices involving 
slavery during the 18th century.  The Quakers are now looking back to see how their 
society may have been tainted by slavery.  It is not sufficient to say that these 
activities should be seen as part of how society’s values were then constructed.  It is 
proper to make an ethical judgement.  The reason for this is to ensure these evils do 
not occur again.   

Christian history has its own periods of blame.  There are many approaches to 
dealing with this.  For example,  C S Lewis said “To be Christian means to forgive the 
inexcusable because God has forgiven the inexcusable in you.”  Another may be to 
go back to the origin of Christianity and ensure the teaching of Christ is a reality in 
the church and as the Quakers look back they will remember their great saying, 
“there is that of God in everyone.” 

                                           Rod Jacques 
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HYMNS & HYMNWRITERS 

Frances Alexander (1818 – 1895) 

No one, not even the Wesley brothers, have written as many popular hymns 
as Frances Alexander.  What Christmas would be complete without ‘Once in 
royal David’s city’?  Her hymn ‘All things bright and beautiful’ is a firm 
favourite at weddings and funerals, and as we prepare to enter the season 
of Lent and Holy Week, we will hear, and hopefully sing, ‘There is a green 
hill far away’. 

By all accounts, Frances, or Fanny as she was 
better known, was an attractive and accomplished 
woman with a love of poetry.  She was the daughter 
of a retired military man who, after the Battles of 
Copenhagen and Trafalgar, moved to Ireland as a 
land agent, first for the Earl of Wicklow, and later for 
the Duke of Abercorn in Co. Tyrone. 

Her family, the Humphreys, were Anglican and 
deeply religious. In fact, Fanny could have said, as 
the author Joanna Trollope said, when asked if she 
was born again, “I was born peacefully into the 
Church of England where I have remained ever 
since!” 

In her late twenties she was courted by two recently ordained clergy who 
had asked for her hand in marriage.  She was unsure of which to choose, a 
problem solved when one of them died!  She went on to marry William 
Alexander, who was vicar of an isolated and rural parish in Co. Derry. 

She threw herself in to looking after people in need.  As her obituary 
recalled, “Hers was not a life of a dreamy votary of verse…No inclemency of 
weather, or distance to travel, or visits from friends were permitted to 
interfere with her ministrations of condolence, counsel or charitable help.”  
By all accounts she had that wonderful, if rare gift of “sanctified common 
sense.” 

Later, her husband was made Bishop of Derry, followed by appointment as 
Archbishop of Armagh. 

She continued to be a prolific writer of poems, many of them written for 
children to explain what they were taught in the catechism and creed.  It is 
said that she wrote ‘There is a green hill’ by the bedside of a little girl who 
was gravely ill.  Her inspiration was a hill outside the walls of Derry which 
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17
th

 February 2021 
 

10.30am to 11.00am St Peter’s Church                                                        
will be open for individual prayer. 

 

7.30pm ~ A Joint Ash Wednesday Service on Zoom  

Joining with the people of St Stephen’s, St Luke’s,    
Holy Trinity & St Michael’s Churches worshipping 

together as we begin the journey of Lent. 

she frequently passed, reminding her of the hill of Calvary, outside 
Jerusalem’s walls. 

At a service in Derry Cathedral to dedicate a stained-glass window in her 
memory, the preacher said, “Her hymns will live as long as the English 
language is spoken.  They are sung not only in these islands but far away 
in tropical climes, in lonely homesteads and on great Christian festivals.” 

With the proceeds of her writing she built a special school for the deaf and 
blind in Strabane. 

Strangely she had no ear for music, and yet her hymns are so memorable 
and so well adapted to music.  William Horsley, who composed the music 
for ‘There is a green hill’ remarked, “No words could ever be so perfect.  
They set themselves to music.” 

After her death, her husband, then Archbishop of Armagh, said, “She was a 
churchwoman through and through…One thing I solemnly say, in the 
course of 45 years I do not remember her, except in some brief access of 
irritation, to have been in a frame of mind in which, as far as my weak 
judgement goes, I should not wish to be in my last hour.” 

                        Ted Woods 
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THANK YOU TO EVERYONE  
who has dropped items into the Foodbank boxes in the church porch or sent 
financial donations.  

The Church Porch remains open every day from 10am to 4pm for 
donations.  The boxes are emptied regularly during the day. 

We are in contact with the Foodbank and some of the items that are needed 
are: Coffee, Tomato Ketchup, Mayonnaise, Brown Sauce, Jam, Rice 
Pudding, Crisps, Pot Noodles and Savoury Snacks. 

The Foodbank has plenty of –          
Soup, Pasta and Baked Beans.  

It is also possible to make a financial 
donation directly to the Foodbank by 
visiting their website.  
www.southport.foodbank.org.uk    

Many thanks. 

 

Join us for a fun, frivolous and free 

Valentine Zoom Quiz 
Saturday 13th February 7.30pm 

Wear, drink or eat something red!  

Play in households or  

form a telephone team with friends.  

Email office@stpetersformby.co.uk  

by Friday 12th February 

for the Zoom link 

mailto:office@stpetersformby.co.uk
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Bible Readings February  
1st – Saint Brigid, Abbess 

Hosea 6:1-4 / 1 John 1: 1-4 / John 10: 7-16 

2nd – The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 

Malachi 3:1-5 / Hebrews 2:14-18 / Luke 2:22-40 

7th – The 2nd Sunday before Lent 

Proverbs 8:1, 22-31 / Colossians 1:15-20 / John 1:1-14 

14th – The Sunday next before Lent    

2 Kings 2:1-12 / 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 / Mark 9:2-9  

17th – Ash Wednesday 

Isaiah 58:1-12 / 2 Corinthians 5:20b – 6.10 /                                      
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  

21st – The 1st Sunday of Lent   

Genesis 9:8-17 / 1 Peter 3:18-22 / Mark 1:9-15 

28th – The 2nd Sunday of Lent 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 / Romans 4:13-25 / Mark 8:31-38 

Weekly Prayers for our Parish 
Each Sunday we pray for the residents who live in our 
parish and during the year every street is included in 
our prayer rota.  

 

During February please pray for all who live in –  

 

  7th Feb  The Spinney, Heather Close, North Moss Lane,         
               Deansgate Lane North 

14th Feb  The Rydinge, Brackenway, Heatherways, Heathfield Close 

21st Feb  Gorsefield, Spymers Croft, Dales Walk, Paradise Lane 

28th Feb  York Close, Kenton Close, Old Lane, Wrigleys Lane 
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HORIZONS REPORT  

ELIZABETH’S LEGACY OF HOPE 

 

In 2007, Pollyanna Hope, the two- year old daughter of  Sarah Hope, suffered a 

below-the-knee amputation, following a collision with a bus.  Years later, in 2011, 

Sarah, along with her twin sister Victoria Bacon, founded the Elizabeth Legacy of 

Hope. 

ELoH provides vital support for the children who have lost their limbs through war, 

accidents, and lack of access to medical care.  Thousands of young amputees in 

developing countries suffer every day, with little or no access to vital medical 

assistance, social support or education.  As a result, they face life-threatening 

infections, struggle to move around, and are isolated from society.  Inspired by the 

resilience and courage of Pollyanna Hope, ELoH’s mission is to bring hope and 

opportunity to some of the most vulnerable child amputees in the world.  Through 

the generosity of supporters, the Legacy has already changed the lives of over 250 

child amputees in Tanzania, Sierra Leone and Liberia. 

Each ELoH project is tailored to the specific situation of child amputees in the 

countries the Legacy works in, utilising local knowledge in the application of the 

Legacy’s expertise in amputee health.  The aim is to promote both physical and 

social mobility for their beneficiaries, and their activities always include the 

provision of prosthetics and physiotherapy. 

Paul McHenry 

I am pleased to inform everyone that Sarah Hope has been awarded an MBE in 

the New Year’s Honours  Citation, for founding the Legacy of Hope. 

Ever since, Sarah has campaigned and fought tirelessly to get prosthetics for 

amputee children both here and abroad.  She lobbied Parliament to get running 

blades like Pollyanna’s for children here.  She, singlehandedly, took on Transport 

for London for their lack of care for victims of TFL vehicles and their drivers.  The 

result was that TFL set up a support scheme for TFL victims and a training video 

for bus drivers.  The help phone line is actually named The Sarah Hope phone line.   
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Questions a Vicar Gets Asked!!  
Why is the first day of Lent called “ASH” Wednesday? 

 

In the Old Testament ashes were used as a sign of mourning, grief and 
penitence, e.g. in Job 42:6 we read that Job repented of his rebellion 
against God “in dust and ashes.” 

And so it came to be used in Christian ceremonies as a sign of penitence 
and repentance. 

Lent is a time when we especially look at our relationship with God.  And 
when we do, we find lots of ways in which we have failed and fallen 
short.  So, for at least 1200 years, the season of Lent (from an old Saxon 
word meaning Spring) began with a ceremony of ashes to remind people of 
the need for forgiveness (penitence) and to turn over a new leaf 
(repentance). 

The ashes are traditionally made from burning the palm crosses from the 
previous year’s Palm Sunday and are mixed with water or oil and then put 
on a person’s forehead in the shape of a cross, reminding us of Jesus’ 
readiness to forgive. 

The meaning of ashes on Ash Wednesday has been summarised as:-     
We mourn and do penance for our sins.  We again convert our hearts to the 
Lord.  We renew the promises made at our baptism, when we died to an old 
life and rose to a new life with Christ.  Finally, mindful that the kingdom of 
this world passes away, we strive to live the kingdom of God now and look 
forward to its fulfilment in heaven. 
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     SUNDAY CLUB                       
  We’re Back!!!!! 
  

It’s with Great delight that we can announce that Sunday Club is 
BACK.  Like everything else it will be a bit different, because we 
are on-line, on Zoom. 

Judith, Lisa and myself have been working in the background to 
come up with ways that we can engage with our families during 
these uncertain times. 

The good news is that we have a few ideas to engage with you and 
not just zoom, just in case you find that difficult. 

We are looking to start a story box lending service which will run 
during Lent and will be linked to the stories throughout that period. 
You will be able to book a box, collect it from the Church porch and 
then drop it off a week later.   It will include a story book, 
resources to enhance the story and a craft.    

We will also be producing a newsletter with future plans, every few 
weeks, to keep in touch. 

The Sunday Club Zooms will start on Sunday 31st January 2021 at 
our normal time of 10am, it will last about 30 mins. 

You can get the link for the session the same way as the Haribo 
Service by emailing revannetaylor@gmail.com. 

Future dates for the Sunday Club Zoom are:-             
14th and 21st February.    

We will keep this going until we can meet in person again. 

We will also keep the Sunday Club at Home Sheets going which 
you can access in the normal way. 

We really are looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible 
at our first Zoom session.  Make sure you don’t miss it.    

Keep Safe. 

Caroline  

Sefton North Deanery children & Families Resourcing Officer. 

Don’t forget - Children’s Haribo Zoom Service is on Sunday 
28th February at 12noon. 
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Dear Sunday Club families, 

     Can’t wait to see you all on the Zoom Sunday Club on 
Sunday 14th & 21st February and don’t forget the Zoom Haribo 
Service on 28th February).  We’ve got a Lent giving project 
collecting coins in any container you want (pot, Smartie 
tube, egg cup) to raise money for story books and play 
equipment for our friends in the school in Kalule, Uganda. 

It’s our way of showing kindness over the 
5 weeks of Lent.  So get ready to show us 
your container on Zoom so we’re all ready 
to start,         

Love from Lisa 
and Judith 
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News Update from the Saturday Crew 

Although we have not been able to meet during the Pandemic, the Crew have kept 
themselves busy collecting, knitting and filling shoeboxes affiliated to St Peter’s 
Church Formby.  They have successfully achieved their target of 10 boxes per month, 
the contents of which are varied in range and suitability from 2 years to 60 years 
plus. 

International Aid Trust has offered to distribute the 80 boxes that are now ready for 
collection.  Shoeboxes for January and February are nearing completion. 

The Crew would like sincerely to thank church members, members of the 
community and friends in other parishes for their continued support. 

PS.  Please don’t forget to pass on your Christmas cards and any other greetings 
cards for us to re-cycle into gift tags for 2021. 

Formby Rotary Face Coverings Project 

Thank you to everyone for supporting our Christmas Face 
Covering project, and thank you to St Peter’s for helping us 
spread the word through our parish magazine!  We raised a 
staggering £2,431, which is going to Woodlands Hospice.   

We have been amazed at the support we have received, and 
our Valentine’s, and Spring masks are now available in Animal 
World, Formby Post Office, Spar Green Lane, and Walkers 
Pharmacy.  All the profits from these will be going to local 
charities.  

Vicky & David/Formby Rotary  

St Peter’s Shoebox Appeal 2020 

A massive thank you to everyone who supported our Shoebox Appeal.  
Thanks to your kindness and generosity, we were able to send 220 
boxes, through International Aid, to needy children in the Ukraine. 

Post Office Ted  

The Children’s Society Christmas Collection 

We are pleased to announce that £1,458.88 was raised 
for The Children’s Society from our Advent and 
Christingle Appeal.           Thank you for your donations. 
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In the November report we hoped we would be able to announce a live programme 
for 2021-22.  We are still in lockdown and the prospect of meeting again appears as 
distant as ever.  These strange times have brought new experience to all.  We have 
the comfort of knowing that MU members, everywhere every day, are part of the 
wave of prayer that rolls on, gathering strength from all to all as we face the same 
problems, even though in Britain we live in an environment sheltered from war, 
famine and real poverty. 

We remember our own St Peter's members who have lost family and friends, 
suffered mental or physical health problems, are weighed down by isolation or 
mutual strain of constant company, and those under attack from the dark blue of 
depression and loneliness, sometimes in the midst of others.  

Many of us have been thankful for the thoughts and support of MU members 
including St Peter's clergy. 

The sunny spells of weather we have enjoyed recently tell us that the sun is always 
there.  In lockdown there is laughter, shared experience, the pleasure of solitary 
pursuits, reading, looking at our surroundings, maybe taking time to 'stand and 
stare'. 

On a practical note, we thank Marion Ashcroft for continuing to send birthday and 
Christmas cards to members, although she no longer lives in the parish nor attends St 
Peter's church.  This is a demanding task which is highly valued. 

We wish joy and hope to all in the New Year. 

Herbert and Jean 

Church Community Request 
 

To continue the decorating of church for particular festivals and keep 
community involvement going, it would be great to ask for 'All things Easter.’ 
We have no particular theme in mind, but will display anything that comes in!  

Decorated crosses, coloured eggs, Easter bonnets, lambs...… whatever, will 
be gratefully received. 

I appreciate people will have limited access to materials, hence the openness 
of the request, but we have plenty of time for all ages to get creative! 

We value any support given.                                         Many thanks,   Fiona 
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CHRISTMAS 2020 at St Peter’s Church, Formby  

The most beautiful church.  Stunning... inside and 
outside.  Well done all.  Special thanks to Jack 

Greenyer for his lighting expertise. 
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We held our 
Christingle Services 

over 3 days.   

The services were 
arranged to be COVID 

safe.  

Thank you to 
everyone who helped 

make this a very 
special time.  

 

Even the cars were Social-Distancing 

Drive-In Carol Concert 
Churches Together in Formby Altcar 

& Hightown  
20th December 2020 

Thank you to all 
our fantastic 
knitters who 

made wonderful 
angels for people 
on their own at 

Christmas.  

Please keep 
knitting for 

Christmas 2021!! 
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ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT     ADVERT 

 

• Specialist in Wills, Probate and Lasting Powers of Attorney 

• Home Will Service 

• Will Reviews 

• Lasting Power of Attorney Work 

• Property Trust Wills 

• Trust Wills 

• Funeral Plans 

• Home Probate Service 

• Executor Service 

• Secure Document Storage 

• Free Home Visits 
 

If you would  like  some guidance, please feel free to come and have a 
chat with me, or alternatively please contact me on 07926 587776 
 

Caroline Speakman 
Member of the Society of Willwriters 
 

  Email:     cspeakmanestateplanning@gmail.com  

  Phone:    07926 587776 

  Website:   www.southportwills.com  

  Find me on  Facebook & Twitter 

Caroline Speakman 
Will Writer and Estate Planning Consultant 
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ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT    ADVERT     ADVERT 

Grasmere Village, Cumbria 
Holiday cottage to let 

 

Stone barn conversion suitable for 4 persons 
Buses available for Ambleside or Keswick from the village green. 

   

 
See more on www.grasmerecottage.com 

Availability email tonyhill2@btopenworld.com 
07715 000282  

 

Located in the 
village centre, ideal 
for walking on the 

fells, or just 
exploring the lake 

district.    

Private park for 
small car or 

carpark pass.  

Lounge with view 
of the fells   

Modern kitchen 
with fridge freezer 

microwave etc 
Bathroom with 

shower  
C/H TV DVD                                                                                                                   

http://www.grasmerecottage.com
mailto:tonyhill2@btopenworld.com
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Maryland     
Care Home 

7 School Lane,  
Formby L37 3LN 

 

❖ comfortable home with 
family atmosphere 

❖ close to Formby village 
❖ 24-hour care and support 
❖ home cooked meals 
❖ reasonable rates 
 

All enquiries welcome 
Tel: 07796 461371 

 

HAIR  
LINE 

 

 
Ladies’ Hair Stylist 

 

Local Professional  
Hair Care  

 

Perms, Sets,  
Cut & Blow 

Friendly Service 
 

49 Piercefield Road,  
Freshfield, 
L37 7DG. 

 
Tel: (01704) 872504 
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ST BRIGID  Feast Day 1st February 
Brigid was born eight years before the death of St Patrick in 461 AD.  
Although her father was a chieftain in Kildare her mother was a slave, 
and both mother and child were sold as slaves as the chieftain’s wife 
would not have them in her household.  They were, however, later 
reconciled and mother and daughter returned to Kildare. 

By this time Brigid had entered the religious life.  Her acts of charity prompted her father to 
declare that he would soon become a pauper! 

Brigid gathered a community of nuns around her and having established two religious houses 
in other parts of Ireland, she returned to Kildare to establish her third and most famous 
monastery, “in which slave and free, serf and noble, met in equality.” 

At first, her monastery was female, but soon she added a community of men, which included a 
bishop, Conleth.  As monasteries took over from parishes after the death of Patrick, abbots, 
and in Brigid’s case, abbesses, were where authority lay.  The bishop confirmed and ordained, 
but was kept in his place by Brigid!  When he was given a new set of episcopal vestments, 
Brigid had them cut up to make garments for the poor! 

Her monastery in Kildare was open to all who came, and they were met with compassion and 
care, with acceptance and love.  Monasteries were communities with a church, a hospital, 
guest rooms for visitors, a refectory, rooms for writing and study as well as a farm.  They were 
like small villages rather than single buildings. 

Brigid died in 525 AD, but her influence spread well outside Kildare and Ireland.  Churches 
dedicated to her can be found in England (including Fleet Street, London), Wales, Germany, 
France and Portugal. 

A distinctive cross made of rushes is the emblem of Brigid and still used in Celtic art.  

The late Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, once declared, “Saints are all right in heaven, 
but they’re hell on earth!” 

Many of the saints were dogged and determined, single-minded and single-focussed, imbued 
with a spirit of selflessness and self-sacrifice.  Brigid falls into that category.  How else could 
she have achieved what she did in the male oriented society of the 6th century? 

Traditionally, the crosses are made on 1st February. The cross is then placed inside the house 
above a door or window to welcome the spring season and celebrate the feast day of St. 
Brigid. Here is how to make a St Brigid’s cross -  
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Eco tip of  the month 

As a youngster I was told stories of children being ‘sewn in’ to their 
clothes in the autumn, only to have them removed once spring 
came around.  This was to provide extra warmth and remove the 
need for time consuming washing and virtually impossible drying during a cold and 
wet winter.  The grim consequences of this can be imagined only too well. 

Aren’t we glad to have central heating, an assortment of warm clothes to wear and 
washing machines and tumble driers to clean and dry them instead of having to 
resort to such drastic measures?  

One step we are often asked to take when trying to save energy is to ‘turn the 
central heating down by 1C’.  Well, the thermostat in our house is up and down all 
the time depending on the time of day, the weather and who is in/out/in control, so 
we would find that hard to follow.  One thing I do have in common with the stories 
mentioned above, however, is that every autumn my thermal vests come out and 
they don’t get put away again until there’s some warmth in that spring sunshine. 

Base layers and indeed layers, are so important to maintain body temperature, 
particularly when working outside (when lately I find 6 layers is the minimum) and 
even indoors when we are probably spending more time sat in our homes than ever 
before.  Fleeces too are not just for outdoors (whatever my granny might have 
thought) and nor are thermal leggings.  Both invaluable on really cold days, along 
with a good blanket for sitting on the sofa.   

Turning the central heating down by 1C may well save energy, but we can perhaps 
also consider delaying turning it on in the first place by warming up with some 
exercise and wearing an extra layer or two….with hopefully no sewing required!   

Sonia Greenyer 

REDUCE – REUSE - RECYCLE 
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The Vicar used every means 
possible to keep in touch with 

her flock. 

Best Dad Jokes 
• "It's inappropriate to make a 'dad joke' if you're not a dad.  It's a faux pa." 

• "Did you hear about the circus fire?  It was in tents." 

• "Can February March?  No, but April May!" 

• "What's the best way to watch a fly fishing tournament?  Live stream." 

• "Don't trust atoms.  They make up everything!" 

• "When does a joke become a dad joke?  When it becomes apparent." 

• "What’s an astronaut’s favourite part of a computer?  The space bar." 

• "Why are elevator jokes so classic and good? They work on many levels." 

• "Why do bees have sticky hair?  Because they use a honeycomb." 

• "What do you call a fake noodle?  An impasta." 

“I know this has nothing to do with the marketing 
plan, but is anyone here good at algebra?” 

Little acts of kindness 

Trifling though they are, 

How they serve to 

brighten 

This dark world of care! 
 

Little acts of kindness, 

Oh, how potent they, 

To dispel the shadows 

Of life’s cloudy day! 
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Church Flowers 
Many people have special days in the year which they commemorate and 
flowers on the altar of St Peter's Church can fittingly mark the special event. 

We invite you to remember your family and friends with a donation towards 
our Church flowers.  Suggested donation is £20.  The occasion would also be 
printed in the Sunday bulletin.   

Please first contact the Parish Office on 871171  
for more details and to reserve your date.  
 

We would be grateful if you would make donations either by yellow envelope 
marked "Flowers" or direct to the following account: 

Account Name:                   ST PETERS PCC PLEDGE 

CAF Bank Sort Code:         40 52 40 

Account Number:                00020671 

Thank you to everyone who has already given 
donations towards the weekly flowers. 

EMAIL DIRECTORY  We have a parish email directory which is used once 
or twice a month to send out dates for the month and also when a 

special event is coming up.  If you would like to be added to the email 
list, please send an email to office@stpetersformby.co.uk.                             

This is a way to help us keep in touch.   
Email addresses will be used only by St Peter’s. 

 ‘Using Amazon for 
Shopping?’  

 

Support The Parochial Church 
Council of  

The Ecclesiastical Parish of         
St Peter, Formby  

 

When you shop at 
smile.amazon.co.uk,            

Amazon Donates 
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St Peter’s Church was originally “The Ancient Chapelry of Formby,  
St Peter Apostle and Martyr.” It dates from the 12th century and was situated very 

close to the sea.  St Peter’s was part of the Parish of Walton, which is why the Rector 
of Walton is still our Patron.  This chapel became “ruinous” and a  new church, on 

the present site, was built in 1746 and consecrated on 19th July 1747. 

THANK YOU for your continued financial 
support for the work and mission of our parish. 
Unfortunately we have had to cease church 
services once again but look forward to being 
able to worship together. 

With so much turmoil over this past year your 
support has been very important and much 
appreciated. 

ALTERNATIVE WAYS OF GIVING – 

Yellow & Brown Numbered Envelopes – envelopes can be 
posted/delivered to the Parish Office or Vicarage, collected 
by the Stewardship Team, kept until services start again or 
you can temporarily adopt another option from those below. 

Parish Giving Scheme – if you would like to join or move to 
the Parish Giving Scheme as a regular donor, please contact 
the Stewardship Team.  This can now be done online or by 
telephone. 

BACS Transfer – one-off general donations can be made by 
direct electronic transfer.  Please use the following with a 
meaningful reference -              
Account name St Peters PCC Formby - Sort Code 40-52-40 - Account No.  00020671. 

Website – one-off general donations can easily be made via the Donate button on the 
Stewardship tab on the website.  For Uganda Project, see button on Uganda tab. 

Cheque – cheques should be made to St Peters PCC Formby, adding your name and 
address on the reverse and be posted to the Parish Office or to the Vicarage. 

Gift Aid – if you are a tax payer St Peter’s can claim 25% gift aid on your donation.  
This will happen automatically with the yellow and brown envelopes.  If you would like 
to discuss Gift Aid and/or would like to complete an enduring a Gift Aid form, please 
contact the Stewardship Team. 

If you need further information, please phone or email the Stewardship Team. 

Stewardship Team –Mike Fletcher 01704 879755 or Caroline Speakman (Parish Office) 
or email stewardshipstpeter@gmail.com 

St Peter’s Parish Office, St Peter’s Parish Hall, Paradise Lane, Formby L37 7EH      
Tel: 01704 871171 email office@stpetersformby.co.uk 

mailto:stewardshipstpeter@gmail.com
mailto:office@stpetersformby.co.uk
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From the Back Pew  
Ted Woods 

HAIKU 

I was recently sent two books of poetry by a former parishioner who used to 

sing in our choir in Dublin.  They are collections of his poems written in a 

very particular style – Haiku. 

Haiku is a form of Japanese poetry.   

Its characteristic is that it is concise and consists of three lines with 5/7/5 

syllables per line. 

Apparently when it became anglicised it lost its strict 5/7/5 syllables per line 

but retained it three-line format. 

Haiku is noted not only for its brevity - there are no superfluous words - but 

also for its contemplative and wistful tone.  It focuses on imagery over 

exposition and jolts our perceptions with the unexpected, inviting us to think 

outside the box.  Another characteristic is that it has non-rhyming lines and 

no punctuation. 

In sending me his books, David advised me not to sit down and try to read 

them in one go.  They were for dipping into, for moments of quiet reflection.  

Or as he put it, “to sip rather than to quaff!” 

And as lockdown leaves us with some extra time when we can’t be out and 

about, here are a few of his poems that I particularly liked and share with 

you. 

(For those of you who are busier than ever in lockdown, it would do no harm 

to take a few moments off!) 

His poems are printed three to a page – to emphasise their reflective quality, 

but with a little less spacing here are some to think about. 

 

For further sips – Hammersmith from the Thrush’s Anvil 

(www.albapublishing.com)and small hadron divider   

(www.redmoonpress.com) both by David J Kelly 
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living a little… 

always the soupçon  

never the soup 

 

 

 

even on calm days 

these coastal trees remember 

which winds prevail 

 

 

 

(on seeing a beggar) 

coffee cup in hand 

simply waiting for the milk  

of human kindness   

 

 

 

spring cleaning 

the beggar turns over 

their cardboard mattress 

 

 

 

indolent husband – 

Buddha in a rocking chair 

without the karma 

 

 

 

a new season 

a new wardrobe 

the same weather 

 

 

 

our cat’s fleas 

an embarrassment 

of itches 

self-denial 

the best things in life 

are not fat-free 

 

 

 

calorie count 

from nought to naughtiness 

much too quickly 

 

 

 

life’s too short 

the old dog still pulling  

at its leash 

 

 

 

fallen angel cake 

eating it contentedly 

a fallen angel 

 

 

 

losing the plot 

book and reader 

slumped on the sofa 

 

 

 

unrise 

dawn begins  

without me 
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www.liverpool.anglican.org 

From the Church Registers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The funeral service sheets can be viewed on the parish website in 
the section marked Funeral Services. 

Funerals 

17
th
 December  Vernon Cubbon 

  8
th
 January   Joan Sowerby 

12
th 

January   David Luty 

18
th
 January   Joy Sutton 

21
st  

January    Freddie Astbury 

 

Interments 

12
th
 December  Freda Flynn 

19
th
 December  James Rimmer 

 3
rd

  January   William Thorpe 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiTnvHmlfzZAhUpDsAKHVzmCcAQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uitonverwachtehoek.nl%2Fbekering-marcus-1-1-15%2F&psig=AOvVaw26O645AIHmAyoiusMKxPsp&ust=1521678877925
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Contacts at St Peter’s 
                               (01704) 
 

Vicar        Revd Anne Taylor, St Peter’s Vicarage    
           
 

Curate       Revd Simon Macaulay  
            
  

Wardens      Paul McHenry                
          Sarah Gorman                
 

Parish Office    St Peter’s Parish Hall, Paradise Lane,  
          Formby L37 7EH  
 
          (opposite Trinity St Peter’s School) 
          Open Monday to Friday 10am to 12noon 
          office@stpetersformby.co.uk        871171 
          Sonia Greenyer        
          Caroline Speakman 
 
 

Stewardship    Mike Fletcher                
           
 

Director of Music   David Holroyd                                 
  
 

Treasurer      Irvine Rawcliffe                
 

PCC Sec.      Anne Cotsworth                   
 

Trinity St Peter’s School                 
          Headteacher - Debbie Pringle 
          admin@tsp.sefton.school                  876391 
          www.trinitystpeters.org 
 

Magazine Team 
 

    Editors   Rod and Sue Jacques            
          David Manning-Fox             
          Alison Whiffing  
           
 

    Distribution and Advertising 
          Peter Deyes  

For further details please refer to our website:  
www.stpetersformby.co.uk 
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Join us for some Armchair Travels! 
Very few people have any plans for holidays this year but we still 
love to find out about new places and start making a list for future 
destinations.  So we are going to Zoom to two very different 
destinations in February and help you forget about the wet weather!   

Where are we going??   

Ireland on 4
th
 and New Zealand on 25

th
 February.   

Don’t worry about a Passport; you just need a Zoom link!   

Each evening at 7.30pm we are going to have a tour from a couple 
of expert travellers with stories, history and photographs to share.   

So do join us; you will be very welcome! 
 

Thursday 4
th

 February at 7.30pm –                       
An Armchair Tour of Ireland with Anne & Ted 

 

Thursday 25
th

 February at 7.30pm –                   
An Armchair Tour of New Zealand with 
Sonia & Andy Greenyer along with Anne & Ted 
(who were there this time last year!!) 

 

The Zoom link is available from the Parish Office 
office@stpetersformby.co.uk  

mailto:office@stpetersfromby.co.uk

