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We gather in silence 

Eternal God, 
in the Cross of Jesus 
we see the cost of our sin 
and the depth of  your love: 
in humble hope and fear 
may we place at his feet 
all that we have and all that we are, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen 

Drop, drop slow tears, 
and bathe those beauteous feet, 
which brought from heaven 
the news and Prince of peace. 

Cease not, wet eyes, 
his mercies to entreat; 
to cry for vengeance 
sin doth never cease. 

In your deep floods 
drown all my faults and fears; 
not let his eye see sin, 
but through my tears. 

         
Words: Phineas Fletcher 
Music: Orlando Gibbons 

The Cross is foretold 
Isaiah 53, 3-8 

After each reading: 
 We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee; 
all because by thy holy cross thou hast redeemed the world 



HYMN 707 Lift high the cross (omit verses 2-6) 

Behold the Cross displayed, whereon the Saviour of the world did 
hang.  Come, let us worship and bow down. 

Dear friends, we are come together that we may hear again how 
our Lord and Saviour suffered upon the Cross, and that hearing we 
may offer our lives anew to him who died for us. 

Kneel or sit 

Let us pray 

Lord, have mercy upon us 
all Christ, have mercy upon us 

Lord, have mercy upon us 

Almighty God, we beseech thee graciously to behold this thy family, 
for which our Lord Jesus Christ was contented to be betrayed, and 
given up into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer death upon 
the Cross, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
ever one God, world without end. 
Amen 

Assist us mercifully with thy Spirit, O Lord, that thinking upon thy 
Cross and Passion, we may worship thee with thankful hearts. 
Amen 

 O Saviour of the world,  
 who by thy Cross and precious Blood hast redeemed us: 
all Save us, and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord.  



Words:  Lamentations 1: 12 
Music:  Tomas Luis de Victoria 

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem 
Luke 19, 28-40 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, 
and be ye lift up ye everlasting doors, 
and the King of Glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of Glory? 
The Lord strong and mighty, 
The Lord mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, 
and be ye lift up ye everlasting doors, 
and the King of Glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of Glory? 
The Lord of hosts, 
he is the King of glory 

Words:  Psalm 24, 7-10 
Music:  William Mathias 

Jesus is betrayed 
Mark 14, 32-50 

O vos omnes qui transitis 
per viam, 
attendite et videte 
si est dolor similis sicut 
dolor meus

Is it nothing to you,  
all ye that pass by? 
Behold and see, 
if there be any sorrow 
like unto my sorrow



God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son 
that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish 
but have everlasting life 

Words:  John 3: 16 
Music:  Bob Chilcott 

Jesus is tried before the High Priest 
Matthew 26, 57-68 

O Lord, who dares to smite Thee, 
and falsely to indict Thee, 
Deride and mock Thee so? 
Thou canst not need confession, 
Who knowest not transgression, 
As we and all our children know. 

Chorale from the St Matthew Passion 
Music:  Johann Sebastian Bach 

HYMN 147 My song is love unknown (omit 4/6) 

Jesus is tried before Pilate 
Matthew 27, 11-31 



Ah, holy Jesu, 
how hast thou offended, 
That man to judge thee hath in hate pretended? 
By foes derided, by thine own rejected, 
O most afflicted. 

Who was the guilty? 
Who brought this upon thee? 
Alas, my treason, Jesu, hath undone thee. 
‘Twas I, Lord Jesu, I it was denied thee: 
I crucified thee. 

Lo, the good Shepherd for the sheep is offered; 
The slave hath sinned, and the Son hath suffered; 
For man’s atonement, while he nothing heedeth, 
God intercedeth. 

Chorale by Johann Crüger 

HYMN 173   This is the night, dear friends, 

Jesus is crucified 
Matthew 27, 33-44 

Music:  William Byrd 

Ave verum corpus, 
natum ex Maria Virgine, 
vere passum, immolatum in 
cruce pro homine. 
Cujus latus perforatum unda 
fluxit et sanguine; 
Esto nobis praegustatum in 
mortis examine.

Jesus, word of God incarnate, 
of the Virgin Mary born; 
On the cross thy sacred body, 
for us all with nails was torn. 
Cleanse us by the blood and 
water streaming from thy 
pierced side. 
Feed us with Thy body 
broken,  
Now and in death’s agony. 



HYMN 153 There is a green hill  

Jesus dies on the Cross 
Mark 15, 33-39 

O Saviour of the world, 
Who by thy Cross 
and precious Blood hath redeemed us. 
Save us and help us, 
we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord. 
Amen 

Words:  Collect for the Visitation of the Sick 
Music:  John Goss 

O Lord Jesus Christ, son of the living God, who at this evening hour didst 
rest in the sepulchre, and didst thereby sanctify the grave to be a bed of 
hope to thy people; make us so to abound in sorrow for our sins, which 
were the cause of thy Passion, that when our bodies lie in the dust, our 
souls may live with thee; who livest and reignest with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without end.   
Amen 

Christ triumphant 
Philippians 2, 5-11 

HYMN 763 Praise to the holiest in the height  
   (omit v2 - 4) 



Lord Jesus, who on the holy day of thy Passion didst stretch out thine arms 
upon the hard wood of the Cross, that all might be brought within their 
saving embrace; draw us unto thyself with the bands of they love, that, 
being bound unto thee for ever as thy faithful servants . we may take up 
our cross daily and follow thee, and at length attain to thine everlasting 
joy; who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, world 
without end.  Amen 

Almighty God, who has given thine only Son to be unto us both a sacrifice 
for sin, and also an ensample of godly life: give us grace that we may 
always most thankfully receive that his inestimable benefit, and also daily 
endeavour ourselves to follow the blessed steps of his most holy life: 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

O mortal man, remember well, 
When Christ our Lord was born, 
He was crucified between two thieves, 
and crowned with the thorn. 

O mortal man, remember well, 
When Christ died on the Rood, 
‘twas for our sins and wicked ways 
Christ shed his precious blood. 

O mortal man, remember well, 
when Christ was wrapped in clay, 
He was taken to a sepulchre 
where no man ever lay. 

Words: Traditional Sussex Mummers’ Carol 
Music:  arranged by John Scott 



Standing at the foot of the cross, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
Son of the living God, 
set your passion, cross, 
and death between your judgement and us, 
now and at the hour of our death. 
Give mercy and grace to the living, 
rest to the faithful departed, 
to you holy Church peace and concord, 
and to us sinners eternal life and glory, 
for you are alive and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 



Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ. 
For all the benefits which thou hast won for me, 
For all the pains and insults which thou hast borne for me: 
O most merciful Redeemer, Friend, and Brother,  
May I see thee more clearly, 
Love thee more dearly. 
and follow thee more nearly, 
Day by day. 
Amen 

To God the Father, who loved us, and made us accepted in the Beloved: 
To God the Son, who loved us, and loosed us from our sins by his own 
blood: 
To God the Holy Spirit, who spreadeth the love of God abroad in our 
hearts: 
To the one true God be all love and all glory for time and for eternity. 
Amen 

HYMN 157 When I survey the wondrous cross 

We depart in silence 




